
 

 

 

 

 

 

20th March 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

We write to you in the midst of unprecedented times.  Whilst we appreciate the emotion surrounding 

our decision to ask Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13 students to stay at home at short notice, please be 

assured that this has not been a decision that we have taken lightly.  We, as staff, are also saddened 

by the situation as we care very deeply for our students.  The reality of the situation is that we simply 

do not have the resources to continue provision for all year groups; we do not have the teachers, 

catering or cleaning staff to maintain our full provision. 

 

Decisions have to be made swiftly as circumstances change and only we know the full context of our 

situation in school.  Please trust that we are making the best decisions in extremely challenging 

circumstances. 

 

The government have made it clear that if children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the 

chance of the virus spreading.  The fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer 

children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable 

individuals in wide society. 

 

We made the difficult decision that older students would be better placed than younger students to 

safely stay at home, with perhaps minimum childcare.  Whilst we would have liked our older students 

to finish school differently, our decision has been regrettably made in terms of pragmatism, rather 

than emotion.  This is a decision the majority of schools have needed to make.   

 

We appreciate that some parents wish to share their feelings but we are unable to respond to 

individual emails, social media posts and phone calls.  We acknowledge that parents will have many 

questions but we ask for your patience and understanding whilst we strive to navigate such difficult 

times.  We will continue to update parents using our website as the main source of information, as 

soon as we have information regarding exams, predicted grades, prom etc. 

 

Until then, please take care, you are all in our thoughts and prayers. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr N Harrison 

Headteacher 


