
Chair’s Autumn Term Learning Walk 

Friday 22nd September 2017 (pm) 

Programme 

1.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
Year 12 Retreat – Theme Broken but called to Greatness 
 
Dropped into sessions led by Mrs Parker and Mr Gillingham. I observed the Mindfulness 
sessions with over half of the year, on techniques students can use to reduce stress and 
anxiety. Aware of how Mrs Parker engaged with the students that had joined us from non-
feeder schools and made them feel at ease with the idea of writing a prayer. 
 
I also dropped into year 7 lessons and observed how they have settled into school. 
 
Pd 5 
 
I dropped into Miss Morpeth’s year 7 class – Miss Morpeth showed me the transition 
booklets and how they supported the pupil’s learning – standardisation of mathematical 
techniques from primary school. Lovely atmosphere. 

I then dropped in Miss Juncar’s lesson – again year 7 were well behaved, engaged and 
attentive, and, in a mixed ability grouping, were learning quite high order literacy 
components.  

Followed by Mr Diston’s lesson – Maths to year 7. Mr Diston (Assistant Headteacher and PE 
specialist) was teaching maths after completing TSST training.  Great to see a maths teacher 
in PE clothes – good role model for boys! 

Pd 6  
 
Miss Leetion’s year 7 were delightful and she had a great manner with them, as had Miss  
Connell. I also dropped into Miss Walker’s year 7 English class to observe end of day 
procedures; uniform checks and end of day prayer.  
 
I spoke with some students who were all polite and confident for 11 year olds – I think 
perhaps that this is in part because they feel they are in a non-judgemental environment. 
 
Post school  
 
3.00pm 
 
Observed traffic management. 
 
Mr Merrington explained how this was organised – very busy and staff deployed in high viz 
with specific duties to manage the flow of traffic.  



 
3.30pm 
 
Joined Mindfulness session with Student Support Staff in M1.  
 
I had 15 minutes in this session on how to prepare staff and how to support students with 
mindfulness techniques. Very insightful, getting the students to expand on how they are 
feeling and techniques to use to support students. 
 
Overview 
 
On observation and through talking to staff I can conclude that Year 7 transition has been 
successful. Mixed ability grouping really does support all abilities in the class with teamwork 
evident, noting also that all students face the front now, sitting in rows rather than in 
groups around the table. The year 7s have settled in well with routines and expectations 
well established. I was surprised at the high level of work being undertaken at such an early 
point and how, by the craft of the teacher, the work was differentiated for the engagement 
of all.  
 
Julia Leech 

 

 
 

 

 


