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Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 RE
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
World Faiths: Judaism

 The nature of God

 Different Jewish views about the Messiah

 The meaning and significance of the Covenants with 
Abraham and Moses

 Life on earth (including sanctity of life)

 The afterlife

World Faiths: Judaism

 The Synagogue (Orthodox and Reform)

 Rituals with a focus on rites of passage and Shabbat?

 Daily Jewish community life including the use of the Tenakh and Talmud

 Festivals and ceremonies such as Passover and Mitzvah Day.

 How have I deepened my understanding of and respect for the Jewish 
community?

Foundational Catholic Theology: Origins and Meaning

 Catholic and non-religious views about the origins of the universe 
and human beings including the Big Bang and theory of evolution

 Biblical accounts of creation

 The Bible as a source of wisdom and authority

 The use of symbolism and imagery in art and sculpture including 
Michelangelo’s Creation of Adam and the Tree of Life Apse mosaic

 The importance of loving and serving in Catholic communities

RE



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 English
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
A Christmas Carol

 Research the context of the novella

 Read and analyse the full text. 

 Understand the GCSE assessment objectives 
Write analytical responses with these in mind. 

 Creative writing practice

An Inspector Calls

 Research the context

 Read and analyse the full text. 

 Write analytical responses 

 Creative writing practice.

Power and Conflict Poetry

 Read and analyse a selection of poetry. 

 Develop analytical, evaluative and comparative 
responses. 

 Develop the ability to retrieve and recall 
appropriate quotations.

NB:

Accuracy of spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed throughout the year across all units. This forms an integral part of the English programmes of study. All 
students will have Literacy lessons in addition to their study of the English curriculum.

English



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Maths
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
• Calculations, checking and rounding

• Indices, roots, reciprocals and hierarchy of 
operations

• Factors, multiples and primes

• Standard form and surds

• Algebra: the basics

• Setting up, rearranging and solving equations

• Sequences

• Averages and range

• Representing and interpreting data

• Scatter graphs

• Fractions 

• Percentages

• Ratio and proportion 

• Polygons, angles and parallel lines

• Pythagoras’ Theorem and trigonometry

• Graphs: the basics and real-life graphs

• Linear graphs and coordinate geometry

• Quadratic, cubic and other graphs

• Perimeter, area and circles

Maths



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Science

Year 9
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Biology
Topics studied:

Cells

Students learn the cells structures and ultra-structures for 
prokaryotes and eukaryotes, building an appreciation of the 
theory of evolution of life with one common ancestor.  We 
introduce the electron and light microscopes, including their 
importance for our rapidly increasing understanding of the 
Biological world.

Students also learn about stem cells alongside their potential 
in therapies and the associated ethical dilemmas.

Genetics

The structure and function of the genome as the instructions 
for all life are studied here, and students learn the core 
principles of inheritance and variation.

Topics studied:

Infection and Response

Students learn about the major categories of disease (communicable 
and non-communicable) before studying communicable diseases and 
their associated pathogens in (sometimes gruesome!) detail.

Biological Systems

This is one of the most relatable and exciting topics on the Y9 calendar!  
Students learn about the structures of the heart and lungs with highly 
anticipated dissections and demonstrations.

We then study enzymes and their under-appreciated role in all life and 
many medical treatments.

Topics studied:

Plants

Plants and the process they have evolved to perform are essential for our existence – in 
this term, pupils will begin to understand why in more detail than in previous years.  With 
strong links to Chemistry, student learn about the reactions of photosynthesis and how 
plants accumulate the raw ingredients to perform it.

Ecology

In the final year 9 module students look at the interaction between organisms within 
ecosystems (food webs), and how those interaction shape the organisms themselves.  
This builds toward Natural Selection, a backbone of modern Biology that is taught in 
detail in year 10



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Science

Year 9
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Chemistry
Topics studied:

Atoms and the Periodic Table

Students will study the history of the atomic 
model, the scientific processes used to develop 
the modern atomic model and the electron 
structures of smaller atoms. Students will 
investigate how chromatography, evaporation, 
filtration and distillation are used to separate 
various mixtures

Students will learn about the development of 
the periodic table, and the importance of the 
periodic table in predicting and understanding 
chemical properties.  The properties of groups 0, 
1 and 7 will be investigated alongside learning 
to understand trends in reactivity and chemical 
reactions between the groups.

Topics studied:

Chemical bonding

Students will learn to identify the ions formed by different 
elements and will use their knowledge of groups 1 and 
group 7 to explain why ions are formed.

Students will study the formation of covalent, ionic and 
metallic bonds and will develop an understanding 
of how bonding is linked to chemical and physical 
properties.

Students will learn about the structural differences 
between metals and alloys and will gain an 
understanding of why certain materials are selected for 
particular uses.

Topics studied:

Students will learn how the atmosphere was initially created 
and gain an understanding of the processes that have caused 
changes in the atmosphere. They will study the cause and impact 
of various pollutants and will evaluate methods of reducing carbon 
footprint.

Students will study the difference between composites, ceramics, 
metals and polymers and will learn to justify why a particular 
material is used for a certain role.

Students will learn to consider the environmental impact of 
products and will learn how to carry out life cycle assessments.

Students will also study the processes and methods involved in 
creating potable water. Students will gain an understanding of 
waste water treatments and the importance of clean drinking 
water.



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Science

Year 9
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Physics
Topics studied:

Energy

Students will learn to describe the concept of energy and 
energy transfers using diagrams for a range of examples.  Each 
type of energy store and transfer is studied and understood 
before student progress to understanding and calculating 
efficiency. They will also learn about renewable and non-
renewable energy resources and the benefits and drawbacks 
of each.

Electricity

Students will learn about mains electricity and domestic wiring, 
this includes developing an understanding of wiring a plug 
and the risks involved with live wires. Students will move on to 
calculate electrical power.

Matter

The particle model of matter, a fundamental concept in 
Science, is studies in detail here.  Students learn about the 
states of matter and transitions between each state, which 
links to energy stores and transfers. Students will calculate 
density of different substances and learn a practical method 
of how to determine density of different objects.

Topics studied:

Waves

Students learn how to distinguish between transverse 
and longitudinal waves, including examples and their 
uses.  This includes a detailed understanding of the 
electromagnetic spectrum and its properties.

Forces

Students learn to distinguish between contact and non-
contact forces and scalar and vector quantities.  They 
learn how to calculate the weight of an object and the 
difference between weight and mass. 

Topics studied:

Forces (continued). Students also will investigate the relationship 
between force and extension for springs.

Magnetism

Students will describe magnetic materials and compare 
permanent to induced magnets.  They will investigate solenoids 
and factors affecting the strength of electromagnets.



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Art
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Project Theme -MINI PROJECTS: SHOES & CLOSE UPS 2D SKILLS

In response to a chosen theme, students will produce a range of outcomes to develop 
their skills and understanding of working in selected choice of media & techniques and 
how to successfully respond to other artist’s work. Using the formal elements- line, tone, 
colour, texture, pattern, shape & form

Project 1- SHOES 

Artists explored:

Michael Craig-Martin, Lisa Milroy

Van Orton, Roy Lichtenstein, Andy Warhol, Gordon Smedt, Bridget Riley, Keith Haring

Tasks: 

1.Select 4 of the artists from the list and produce an A5 copy of their work.

2. 1 Pencil drawing from a photograph

3. 1 Pen drawing from a photograph

4. 1 Coloured pencil drawing

5. 1 A4 piece from a photograph using the style of an artist you have looked at.

Project 2- CLOSE-UP 

Artists explored:

The Boyle Family, Andreas Feininger, Heather Knight, Georgia O’Keeffe, Linnea Tobias, 
Karl Blosfeldt, Sarah Graham, Sherry Egger

Tasks: 

1.Select 4 of the artists from the list and produce an A5 copy of their work.

2. 1 Pencil drawing from a photograph

3. 1 Pen drawing from a photograph

4. 1 Coloured pencil drawing

5. 1 A4 piece from a photograph using the style of an artist you have looked at.

Project Theme- MINI PROJECT: SWEET TREATS

In response to a chosen theme, students will produce a range of outcomes to develop their skills and 
understanding of working in selected choice of media & techniques and how to successfully respond to other 
artist’s work. Using the formal elements- line, tone, colour, texture, pattern, shape & form

Artists explored: 

Joel Penkman

Ron Magnes

Patrick Caulfield

May Van Millingen

Wayne Thiebaud

Jon Burgerman

Burton Morris

Nancy Standlee

Sarah Graham

Sheila Marshall

1.Select 4 of the artists from the list and produce an A5 copy of their work.

2. 4 x photo responses using a range of materials.

3. 4 x experiments combining two artists

5 A final piece/outcome from a photograph using the style of an artist or combining artists that you have looked 
at.

Project Theme: NATURAL FORMS EXPERIMENTATION/ DEVELOPING IDEAS (Themes: NATURE, 
BACTERIA, BUTTERFLIES, FRUIT & VEG, OBJECTS)

In response to a chosen theme, students will produce a range of outcomes to develop their 
skills and understanding of working in selected choice of media & techniques and how to 
successfully respond to other artist’s work. Using the formal elements- line, tone, colour, texture, 
pattern, shape & form

Artists explored:

Cezanne, Klari Reis, Damien Hirst, Durer, Claire Moynihan, Kate Malone, Seguy, Jennifer Angus, 
Helen Ward and Mike Libby

1.Select 4 of the artists from the list and produce an A5 copy of their work.

2. 4 x photo responses using a range of materials.

3. 4 x experiments combining two artists

5 A final piece/outcome from a photograph using the style of an artist or combining artists that 
you have looked at.

Art



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Business
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Peter Jones Tycoon in Schools

• Introduction to Business

• Developing a Business Idea

• Exploring the Business idea

• Business Objectives

• The Marketing Mix

• Promotional material

• Business costs

• Break Even

• Pitching & presenting a business idea

Enterprise and Entrepreneurship

• The Dynamic nature of a business

• Risk & Reward

• The role or business enterprise

Spotting a business opportunity

• Customer needs

• Market Research

• Market Segmentation

• The competitive environment

Business



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Computer Science
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Computational thinking introduction 

Students participate in a range of practical 
non- computer- based exercises to engage 
in problem solving, to gain an insight into 
how computers process information without 
necessarily using a computer in the lesson. 
This will lead to building up to some basic 
programming of drones to apply problem 
solving to a technology solution. The aim of the 
first term is to make computer science current 
and to help relate the initial computational 
thinking principles to real life scenarios. The 
programming of drones will be done using 
specific hardware and software and students 
will progress to creating programs with block 
editors similar to Scratch take place to writing 
small programs using text editors, which will help 
prepare them for the next level of programming 
(Python).  

Students learn the principles of high level programming 
which is a requirement of the specification. They look at basic 
programming constructs using Python, such as input; output; 
variables; selection; iteration and string manipulation and 
arrays. They build up a portfolio of programming techniques 
which evidences their understanding of the principles. They 
move on to solving problems using these techniques which 
build upon computational thinking skills, mainly decomposition 
and abstraction.

Students embark on the main theory content of the 
course and begin with computer systems. Content 
includes input, processing and output, embedded 
systems, memory and storage. They will learn how the 
theory applies to technology and will be introduced 
to subject key terminology and begin completing a 
glossary to refer back to for revision. Retrieval will be 
a key part of lessons where prior learning in revisited 
whilst gradually introducing more technical content 
based on the first part of the specification.

Computer Science
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Year 9 Design Technology - Carousel System
D&T: Textile Technology D&T: Materials Technology Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 Learn and demonstrate a wide range of textile skills 
in order to make a variety of textile products. 

 Demonstrate how to use machinery safely and 
accurately to carry out a variety of textile process. 

 Learn about industrial process and how the textile 
and fashion industry operate. 

 Understand how the design cycle works in industry. 

 Understand why it is important to design for a 
particular function and user in mind. 

 Understand where materials and components are 
sourced from. 

 Understand the wider implications of the textile 
industry; considering moral, social, ethical and environmental 
concerns.

 Learn and demonstrate a wide range of woodworking skills in order to 
make a variety of timber products. 

 Demonstrate how to use machinery safely and accurately to carry out 
a variety of woodworking process. 

 Learn about industrial process and how the timber industry operates. 

 Understand how design influences society, with market push and pull. 
Different cultures and needs. 

 Understand why it is important to design for a particular function and 
user in mind. 

 Understand where materials and components are sourced from. 

 Understand the wider implications of the timber industry; considering 
moral, social, ethical and environmental concerns.

 Learn and demonstrate a wide range of preparation and 
cooking skills in order to make a variety of high-quality products.

 Demonstrate how to use equipment safely and accurately 
to carry out a variety of processes. 

 Learn about industrial process and how the food industry 
operates. 

 Understand how the food science behind the different 
ingredients and processes.

 Understand where ingredients and components are 
sourced.

 Understand the wider implications of the food industry; 
considering moral, social, ethical and environmental concerns

Design Technology
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Year 9 French
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
All about me

 Revision of family vocabulary and 
describing people

 Places in town and activities

 Talking about what makes a good 
friend

 Talking about family relationships

 Describing a night out using the perfect 
tense

 Talking about how you used to be using 
the imperfect tense

 Discussing role models

Grammar studied

Using irregular verbs in the present tense

Using reflexive verbs in the present tense

Using the near future tense

Free time

 Revision of sport and music vocabulary

 Revision of technology, films and TV vocabulary

 Talking about sport Talking about your life online

 Using comparatives

 Talking about books and reading

 Talking about favourite TV shows

 Talking about actors and films

Grammar studied

Using depuis and the present tense

More practice of the imperfect tense

Using direct object pronouns

Using superlative adjectives

Special occasions

 Talking about food and meals

 Discussing shopping for clothes

 Describing daily life

 Talking about food for special occasions

 Using the pronoun en

 Using polite language

 Describing family celebrations

 Describing festivals and traditions

Grammar studied

Using modal verbs

Using venir de + infinitive

Using a combination of tenses.

French



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Geography
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
THE LIVING WORLD

Topics studied:

-  An introduction to ecosystems

-  Tropical rainforests and cold environments

THE CHALLENGE OF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Topics studied:

-  Changing supply and demand of resource in the UK

-  Food resources

URBAN ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

Topics studied:

-  Global patterns of urban change

-  Urban growth in Brazil, a newly emerging economy.

Geography



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 History
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Law and Order

 An investigation into the living conditions in Whitechapel?

 An investigation into rising racial tension in Whitechapel in the 1880s?

 An investigation into the difficulties the Police faced in trying to catch 
the Whitechapel murderer?

1920s America

 The importance of Wall Street and the fashion for heavy investment. 

 The ‘Roaring Twenties’- lifestyles, culture and fashions.

 Changes in society

 The Temperance movement and the law against alcohol and its 
effects of organised crime. 

 The rise of the Mafia e.g. Al Capone 

 Development of the car industry- Ford and mass production

Cold War

 How tensions developed between USA and USSR after WW2.

 Development of two ‘camps’, economic and then military with NATO 
and the Warsaw Pact. 

 Key events such as the Berlin Blockade, Hungarian Uprising, into 
Kennedy’s presidency with the Berlin Crisis and the Berlin Wall, the Space 
Race.

 Kennedy’s assassination

 End of the Cold War and fall of the Berlin Wall

Anglo-Saxons and the Norman Conquest 

 Anglo-Saxon society 

 Contenders to the throne after Edward the Confessors death

 Battles of 1066- how did William of Normandy win?

 How did William secure control over England? (Castles, Marcher Earldoms, A-S rebellions, 
Harrying of the North)

 Changes made to England (Feudal system, landholding, the Church, society, culture and 
language) 

Anglo-Saxons and the Norman Conquest 

 Anglo-Saxon society 

 Contenders to the throne after Edward the Confessors death

 Battles of 1066- how did William of Normandy win?

 How did William secure control over England? (Castles, Marcher Earldoms, A-S 
rebellions, Harrying of the North)

 Changes made to England (Feudal system, landholding, the Church, society, 
culture and language) 

History
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Year 9 Music
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Students develop a critical engagement with 
music, performing, composing, and listening with 
discrimination to a range of historical periods, genres, 
styles and traditions. These are focused upon the 3 
areas:

 Performing

Students work towards an assessment where they 
perform a piece set at their individual relative level of 
challenge. They will be assessed using the GCSE exam 
criteria on:

• Technique

• Interpretation

• Accuracy

 Composing

Students will learn how to use the programme and be 
assessed on their ability to create music using stepwise 
input.

 Listening and appraising

Students will be assessed on their understanding of 
musical theory and their ability to use it to describe 
music.

They will focus upon recognising and identifying the 
metre, tempo and rhythm features.

Students develop a critical engagement with music, performing, 
composing, and listening with discrimination to a range of historical 
periods, genres, styles and traditions. These are focused upon the 3 
areas:

 Performing

Students work towards an assessment where they perform a piece set 
at their individual relative level of challenge. They will be assessed using 
the GCSE exam criteria on:

• Technique

• Interpretation

• Accuracy

 Composing

Students will learn how to use the programme and be assessed on their 
ability to create music using live instrument recording.

 Listening and appraising

Students will be assessed on their understanding of musical theory and 
their ability to use it to describe music.

They will focus upon recognising and identifying the performing forces, 
melody and structure features.

Students develop a critical engagement with music, 
performing, composing, and listening with discrimination to 
a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions. 
These are focused upon the 3 areas:

 Performing

Students work towards an assessment where they perform a 
piece set at their individual relative level of challenge. They 
will be assessed using the GCSE exam criteria on:

• Technique

• Interpretation

• Accuracy

 Composing

Students will learn how to use the programme and be 
assessed on their ability to create extended pieces of music 
using a combination of live and stepwise input as well as the 
use of processing and digital effects.

 Listening and appraising

Students will be assessed on their understanding of musical 
theory and their ability to use it to describe music.

They will focus upon recognising and identifying the 
harmony, tonality and dynamic features.

Music
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Year 9 Spanish
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Travel and tourism

 Discussing holidays and weather

 Saying what you do in summer

 Talking about holidays

 Saying what you did on holiday

 Describing where you stayed

 Booking accommodation and dealing with 
problems

 Giving an account of a holiday in the past

 

Grammar studied:

Revision of present and preterite tenses

Using the present tense regular verbs 

ser

Verbs of opinion

Using the preterite tense

Using the imperfect tense

Negatives: Using verbs with usted

My studies

 Giving opinions about school subjects

 Describing school uniform

 Talking about subjects and teachers

 Talking about school rules and problems

 Talking about plans for a school exchange

 Talking about activities and achievements

 

Grammar studied:

Interesar

Adjectival endings

Using comparatives and superlatives

Using negatives Revision of imperfect and present tenses for 
descriptions of then and now.

Using phrases followed by the infinitive

Using the near future tense

Desde hace + present tense 

Using direct object pronouns

Me, my family and friends, Free-time activities:

 Talking about socialising and family

 Describing people

 Talking about social networks

 Making arrangements

 Talking about reading preferences

 Describing people

 Talking about friends and family

 

Grammar studied:

Possessive adjectives

Present tense

Stem changing verbs 

Using adjectival agreement 

Using para with infinitives 

Using the present continuous 

Using ser and estar Using a range of relationship verbs

Personal ‘a’

Spanish
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Year 9 PE
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
• RUGBY

• TABLE TENNIS

• FITNESS

• FOOTBALL

• TRAMPOLINE

• NETBALL     
    

• HOCKEY

• RUGBY

• TABLE TENNIS

• FITNESS

• FOOTBALL

• TRAMPOLINE

• NETBALL

• ATHLETICS

• CRICKET

• SOFTBALL

• TENNIS

• ROUNDERS

 

PE
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Year 9 PSHE
In Year 9 students follow a carousel where they will experience 4 weeks looking at each of the topics outlined below. Each carousel will be broken into 8 
sessions lasting 25 minutes each.
The carousel will consist of the following topics –

• Relationships and Sex Education

• First Aid

• Developing Identity

• The Law of the Land

• Finance

• Alcohol and Drugs

• Body Image

• Mental Health and Wellbeing

• IAG

PSHE


