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St Bede’s Curriculum 2020-2021

RE

Areas of study (to be addressed across all Key Stages):
•  Revelation 
•  The Church 
•  Celebration 
•  Life in Christ 

Aims of Religious Education:
 * To present engagingly a comprehensive content 
which is the basis of knowledge and understanding of 
the Catholic faith; 
* To enable pupils continually to deepen their religious 
and theological understanding and be able to 
communicate this effectively; 
* To present an authentic vision of the Church’s moral 
and social teaching so that pupils can make a critique 
of the underlying trends in contemporary culture and 
society; 
* To raise pupils’ awareness of the faith and traditions 
of other religious communities in order to respect and 
understand them; 
* To develop the critical faculties of pupils so that they 
can relate their Catholic faith to daily life; * To stimulate 
pupils’ imagination and provoke a desire for personal 
meaning as revealed in the truth of the Catholic faith; 
* To enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained 
through Religious Education to their understanding of 
other subjects in the curriculum; 
* To bring clarity to the relationship between faith and 
life, and between faith and culture. 
The outcome of excellent Religious Education is 
religiously literate and engaged young people who 
have the knowledge, understanding and skills – 
appropriate to their age and capacity – to reflect 

spiritually, and think ethically and theologically, and who 
are aware of the demands of religious commitment in 
everyday life.

At Key Stage 3/4:
Learners will be expected to demonstrate an 
understanding of the influence of religion on individuals, 
communities and societies. They will be expected to 
support their responses using appropriate knowledge 
and understanding of key sources of wisdom and 
sacred texts. These texts might include, for example: the 
Bible; extracts from the documents of Vatican II or other 
ecumenical councils, extracts from Papal encyclicals 
and exhortations, extracts from the work of key 
theologians and thinkers such as St Augustine of Hippo 
as well as the views of past and current philosophers 
(including ethical philosophers). 
Learners must be aware how varied interpretations of 
sources and/or teachings may give rise to diversity within 
traditions or textual studies on religious, philosophical 
and ethical studies in the modern world. 
Learners will be expected to demonstrate an 
understanding of different perspectives. These may 
derive from either different religions or different views/
denominations within a particular religion.

At Key Stage 5:
Religious Studies encourages learners to: 
• develop their interest in a rigorous study of religion and 
belief and relate it to the wider world 
• develop knowledge and understanding appropriate 
to a specialist study of religion 
• develop an understanding and appreciation of 

religious thought and its contribution to individuals, 
communities and societies 
• adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach 
to the study of religion 
• reflect on and develop their own values, opinions and 
attitudes in the light of their study. 
Religious Studies is designed to enable learners to 
develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, a study of 
religion and its place in the wider world. 
At A Level, The WJEC Eduqas specification contains 
three components which include a wide range of topics 
for consideration, including an in-depth and broad study 
of one of the six major world religions, philosophy of 
religion, religion and ethics. 



 
Year 7 Curriculum

Year 7 RE
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Unit 1: Faith, Home & Love

· What it means to be a Catholic school.

· The Mission statement and how it is lived.

· How Mass is celebrated.

· Discuss what a community is and explain the different communities we 
belong to.

· Identify the positive features of a community.

· Explain the importance of belonging to our school community.

Unit: 2 God and gods

· Why study RE?

· What can we know? Different sorts of truth.

· Is there a God? Are there gods?

· Are we wired to believe in a higher power? Why do some people 
believe in God? Why do some people reject belief in God?

· Which were the earliest religions?

· When did people start to believe in God /gods? Egyptian, Celtic, 
Greek,Viking and Roman gods.

· How and why do some people worship? (Hinduism, Buddhism).

· When did belief in one God begin?

(the Abrahamic Faiths).

· What do we mean by God?

(Christianity).

Unit 3: The Bible: The Big Story 

· Explores a Christian understanding of the big story of the Bible 
from Genesis to Revelation, Creation to New Creation, pairing Old 
Testament concepts with their equivalent fulfilment in the New 
Testament. 

· Concepts include creation, Fall, sin, forgiveness, sacrifice, justice, exile 
and Messiah. 

Unit 4: Who is Jesus? 

· How do people see Jesus? 

· What are the historical facts about Jesus? 

· Who was Jesus to his disciples and contemporaries? 

· What is meant by Messiah/Christ? 

· What does Jesus mean to Christians today? 

· What can we learn about Jesus during Advent? 

· Who is Jesus to me? 

· What is Revelation? How do we know God? 

· What is the Trinity? 

· Who is God to me?

Unit 5: Christian Church history/ The Northern Saints 

· Examine the establishment of the early Church in Britain 

· Explain the Reformation. 

· Consider what we can learn from the actions of the English 
martyrs. 

Unit 6: Vocation 

· What should I do with my life? What am I called to be? 

· What should I do with my life? 

· What is a ‘vocation’? 

· How do people discern their vocation? 

· How do different people live out their vocation? 

· What does vocation mean to me?

RE



 
Year 8 Curriculum

Year 8 RE
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Why do promises matter? What does it mean to be a 
covenant people?

 Covenant history posing questions such as:

 Why do promises matter?

 What is a covenant?

 What do Biblical covenants have in common?

 What does God’s unconditional love mean to me?

Can one person change the world?

 What did the Covenant mean to the Hebrew 
people?

 How did Jesus establish the new covenant?

 What was Jesus’ new commandment and why did 
he give it?

 What does Jesus as the new covenant mean to 
me?

What, why and how do we celebrate?

 Why is Eucharist a celebration?

 What is the Easter Vigil?

 How much do I live as a covenant person?

Is there more to life than meets the eye?

 What is a Sacrament?

 What is Baptism to Christians? 

 What is our understanding of Eucharist?

 How might I see God in my everyday life?

World Faiths: Islam

 The Qur’an.

 Islamic beliefs about Allah.

 The features and uses of a Mosque.

 The Five Pillars of Islam.

 The Shahadah and its importance to Muslims.

 Why Muslims carry out Salat.

 Ramadan and the impact of this on the every-day lives of 
Muslims

How do we know what is fair? How do we meet the 
challenge to live justly?

 What is justice?

 What is Catholic Social Teaching?

 How do some Catholics meet the challenge to live justly?

 How can I live justly?

RE



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 RE
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
World Faiths: Judaism

 The nature of God

 Different Jewish views about the Messiah

 The meaning and significance of the Covenants with 
Abraham and Moses

 Life on earth (including sanctity of life)

 The afterlife

World Faiths: Judaism

 The Synagogue (Orthodox and Reform)

 Rituals with a focus on rites of passage and Shabbat?

 Daily Jewish community life including the use of the Tenakh and Talmud

 Festivals and ceremonies such as Passover and Mitzvah Day.

 How have I deepened my understanding of and respect for the Jewish 
community?

Foundational Catholic Theology: Origins and Meaning

· Catholic and non-religious views about the origins of the universe 
and human beings including the Big Bang and theory of evolution 

· Biblical accounts of creation 

· The Bible as a source of wisdom and authority 

· The use of symbolism and imagery in art and sculpture including 

· Michelangelo’s Creation of Adam and the Tree of Life Apse mosaic 

· The importance of loving and serving in Catholic communities

RE



 
St Bede’s Curriculum 2020-2021

English

The English Curriculum at St. Bede’s.

‘Only Connect’. E. M. Forster.

Purpose of Study:
The study of English is central not only to students’ 
education but to their ability to communicate: it is the 
key which unlocks our understanding of others and the 
world; it allows us to clearly express our thoughts, ideas 
and feelings to others. Fluency and competence in 
reading, writing, speaking and listening are essential 
in allowing students to fully access not only the school 
curriculum but knowledge and understanding of 
society as a whole. The English curriculum, through the 
reading of varied fiction and non-fiction texts across 
different times and cultures, allows students to develop 
emotionally, intellectually and spiritually while acquiring 
a love of reading and debate. Students will be taught 
to write and speak effectively and with confidence for 
different purposes and audiences in order to prepare 
them fully for the world beyond school.

Aims:

To develop curious and confident speakers and writers 
with an in-depth understanding and love of literature. 
All pupils should:
•  Read fluently and with good understanding of a wide 
range of both fiction and non-fiction texts.
•  Read widely for both pleasure and information.
•  Have a clear understanding of how writers use 
different linguistic, structural and generic conventions to 
create meaning.
•  Have a good understanding and appreciation of a 
wide variety of literary texts and contexts.
•  Develop a good understanding of the key 
conventions of spelling, punctuation and grammar.
•  Acquire a wide vocabulary.
•  Write and speak clearly, accurately and with 
confidence, adapting their language and style for wide 
variety of different audiences, purposes and genres.
•  Use discussion in order to learn and as a means of 
communicating their thoughts and feelings with others.
•  Develop their own thoughts, ideas and creativity 
through the array of texts and topics studied.



 
Year 7 Curriculum

Year 7 English
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Biography 

· Conventions of biography and autobiography. 

· Read a range of biographical pieces from 
different contexts. 

· Analysis of descriptive methods. 

· Write an autobiographical extract. 19th 
Century Literature 

· Read a range of Victorian fictional extracts 
and study ‘The Speckled Band’. 

· Analysis of writers’ methods and development 
of analytical skills. 

· Develop an awareness of Victorian contexts 
and generic conventions of murder mysteries.

Non- fiction Reading and Opinion Writing 

· Exposure to a range of non-fiction texts including pre20th.

· Understand the conventions of opinion writing and 
newspapers. 

· Utilise the conventions to construct own opinion piece. Poetry 
from different genres and cultures 

· Students study a variety of poems from different genres, 
traditions and contexts to develop an understanding of poetic 
forms, devices and voices. 

· Development of cultural literacy and an understanding of the 
importance of poetry and its impact on different audiences. 
Analyse poems in a formal way. 

· Ability to memorise and recite a poem of their choice.

Modern novel ‘Five Children on the Western Front’ 

· Reading for pleasure, reading to decipher meaning 
and reading to analyse language, form and 
structure. 

· Develop an awareness of authors’ intentions and 
methods, as well as the impact of a novel’s context 
on its production and reception.

NB:

Accuracy of spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed throughout the year across all units. This forms an integral part of the English programmes of study. All 
students will have Literacy lessons in addition to their study of the English curriculum.

English



 
Year 8 Curriculum

Year 8 English
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Non-fiction – Inspirational People

· Learn about a range of text types, audience 
and purpose.

· Read a range of engaging and challenging 
texts; analyse and evaluate these texts. 
Understand conventions of challenging non- 
fiction texts and utilise these conventions to 
produce a non-fiction text.

War Poetry

· Read a range of challenging poetry from both 
pre 20th C and 20th C.

· Develop an understanding of poetic 
techniques and learn how to analyse and 
evaluate a range of poems.

Shakespeare: Macbeth 

· Read a whole Shakespeare play. 

· Analyse and evaluate language, form and structure. Learn 
about the context of a Shakespearean text and consider how 
this impacts on production and reception. 

· Gain an understanding of tragedy and the gothic genre.

Modern Novel (Either ‘Cogheart’ or ‘The Lie Tree’) 

· Exposure to a more challenging novel which is out 
of the normal reading experience for most pupils. 

· Reading for pleasure, reading to decipher meaning 
and reading to analyse and evaluate language, form 
and structure. Develop an awareness of authors’ 
intentions and methods, as well as the impact of a 
novel’s context on its production and reception.

NB:

Accuracy of spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed throughout the year across all units. This forms an integral part of the English programmes of study. All 
students will have Literacy lessons in addition to their study of the English curriculum.

English



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 English
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
A Christmas Carol

· Research the context of the novella

· Read and analyse the full text.

· Understand the GCSE assessment objectives 
Write analytical responses with these in mind. 

· Creative writing practice.

An Inspector Calls 

· Research the context 

· Read and analyse the full text. 

· Write analytical responses 

· Creative writing practice.

Power and Conflict Poetry 

· Read and analyse a selection of poetry. Develop 
analytical, evaluative and comparative responses. 

· Develop the ability to retrieve and recall 
appropriate quotations.

NB:

Accuracy of spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed throughout the year across all units. This forms an integral part of the English programmes of study. All 
students will have Literacy lessons in addition to their study of the English curriculum.

English
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Maths

Mathematics is creative as well as functional. We aim to 
teach in a meaningful context whilst 
providing opportunities for the students to use their skills 
creatively through problem solving and investigation. 
Each teacher endeavours to provide a variety of 
experiences and activities within each module of study. 
If pupils are actively involved in lessons, then it will help 
to foster independent thinking and informed planning. 
We have tailored our planning and assessments to 
support our pupils’ fluency in the fundamentals of 
mathematics, through varied and frequent practice with 
increasingly complex problems over time. This enables 
our pupils to develop conceptual understanding as 
well the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly 
and accurately. The Department uses and supports the 
rewards system, records achievement and sets targets 
for each student to work to their full potential and to 
experience a sense of achievement.
 
The National Curriculum Key Stage 3 and 4 Mathematics 
is used as a basic core for our schemes of work. We 
have altered our approach in recent years to ensure 
our pupils develop deeper understanding of a topic 
before moving on. We encourage students to recall and 
apply their knowledge and skills in familiar and unfamiliar 
situations and they are taught to follow both verbal and 
written instructions accurately. As a result, our KS3 pupils 
are taught over a two-year scheme (three tiers) and KS4 
over a three-year scheme (two tiers). 

The expectation is that the majority of pupils will 
move through the programmes of study at broadly 
the same pace. However, decisions about when to 

progress should always be based on the security of 
pupils’ understanding and their readiness to progress 
to the next stage. Pupils who grasp concepts rapidly 
should be challenged through being offered rich and 
sophisticated problems before any acceleration through 
new content. Those who are not sufficiently fluent with 
earlier material should consolidate their understanding, 
including through additional practice, before moving 
on. We manage this effectively through our teaching 
calendar and shared resources.

Tests are given for independent assessment and are 
used to inform future planning. Question-by-question 
analysis spreadsheets are completed following each 
assessment for each child. As well as enabling classroom 
intervention to be put in place, targeted additional 
intervention during period 4 is also employed. Data from 
this information in conjunction with the results of the year 
group is the focus of subsequent departmental meetings 
to reflect on teaching and learning, identify strategies to 
move progress forward and track performance of pupils 
throughout their time at our school. 

Outside of lessons we offer a range of support to 
maximise the progress of each child. In Y7, numeracy 
buddies and the catch up programme provide 
additional support to our non-secondary ready pupils. 
Intervention in Y10 and Y11 prioritises pupil premium 
students to attempt to close the gap. We also offer 
weekly after-school revision for Y11 and Y13 pupils. 
Resources are used weekly during tutor time with Y7-
11 to help develop the recall of key topics with each 
student. 

We believe that tests also help students to understand 
the need for targets to be set and reached. We actively 
celebrate effort and achievement in all areas and for all 
students. The combination of summative tests, alongside 
testing for recall and weekly homework encourages 
students to ‘have a go’ without fear of ridicule or 
feelings of failure. 

Pupils are encouraged to have high aspirations within 
lessons through our commitment to career links as well 
as problem solving for real world applications. We also 
offer additional support for extra-curricular activities such 
as the UKMT maths challenges, with problem solving 
classes that run in the weeks leading up to the test for Y7 
who want to attend. We also encourage our pupils to 
attend a range of sessions hosted by universities such as 
WISDOM which encourages girls to consider careers in 
maths. We are committed to ensuring the experience of 
maths our students receive prepares them for whatever 
career they want to pursue in the future. 

 



 
Year 7 Curriculum

Year 7 Maths
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Arithmetic and rounding

• Place value and ordering decimals

• Multiplying and dividing by 0.1, 0.01, 0.001

• Rounding numbers and decimals. 

• Written methods of addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division for whole numbers and 
decimals.

• Estimation 

• Negative numbers.

• Order of operations.

Powers, factors, multiples and primes

• Calculate with powers, squares, cubes and roots.

• Identify factors, multiples and primes and find the 
prime factors of number.

Algebra

• Manipulate algebraic expressions and formulae

• Solving equations.

Fractions, decimals and percentages

• Simplify and calculate with fractions.

• Calculate percentages of amounts.

Angles and scales

• Angles on a straight line, around a point, in a right angle and in parallel lines.

• Properties of triangles and quadrilaterals.

• Interior and exterior angles in polygons.

• Convert between metric and imperial measures.

• Scales and maps.

Area and volume

• Area of perimeter of 2D shapes.

• Volume and surface area of 2D shapes.

• Draw 2D representations of 3D shapes, including nets.

Transformations

• Symmetry

• Transformations:

Rotations

Reflections

Translations

Enlargements

Combinations of transformations.

Maths



 
Year 8 Curriculum

Year 8 Maths
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Sequences

• Producing sequences from an nth term.

• Finding the nth term of a sequence

• Describing linear and geometric sequences.

• Sequences using pictures.

Handling data

• Processing and representing data

• The handling data cycle.

Probability

• Probability

Ratio and proportion 

• Ratio and proportion

• Rates of change

• Direct proportion

• Currency conversions

• Speed/Distance/Time

Graphs

• Functions and graphs

• Interpret straight line graphs

• Equation of a line

• Quadratic graphs

• Real-life graphs

• Expand two brackets to obtain a quadratic 
expression.

• Changing the subject of an equation.

• Solving a range of equations (brackets, variable 
on both sides etc).

• Use trial and improvement to estimate solutions 
to equations. 

• Construction and loci

• Geometrical reasoning; coordinates and 
construction

• Scale drawings.

• Bearings.

• Congruence and similarity.

• Pythagoras’ theorem.

• Recap fractions. Decimals and percentages.

• Calculate outcome of repeated percentage 
change.

Maths



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Maths - Foundation
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
· Integers and place value

· Decimals

· Indices, powers and roots

· Factors, multiples and primes

· Algebra: the basics

· Expanding and factorising single brackets

· Expressions and substitution into formulae

· Tables, Charts and graphs, Pie charts, Scatter graphs 

· Fractions 

· Fractions, decimals and percentages 

· Percentages 

· Equations 

· Inequalities 

· Sequences 

· Properties of shapes, parallel lines and angle 
facts 

· Interior and exterior angles of polygons 

· Statistics and sampling 

· The averages 

· Perimeter and area 

· 3D forms and volume

Maths

Year 9 Maths - Higher
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
· Calculations, checking and rounding

· Indices, roots, reciprocals and hierarchy of 
operations

· Factors, multiples and primes

· Standard form and surds

· Algebra: the basics

· Setting up, rearranging and solving equations

· Sequences

· Averages and range 

· Representing and interpreting data 

· Scatter graphs 

· Fractions 

· Percentages 

· Ratio and proportion 

· Polygons, angles and parallel lines 

· Pythagoras’ Theorem and trigonometry 

· Graphs: the basics and real-life graphs 

· Linear graphs and coordinate geometry 

· Quadratic, cubic and other graphs 

· Perimeter, area and circles



 
St Bede’s Curriculum 2020-2021

Science

Purpose of study

At St Bede’s we aim to provide a high-quality science 
education for all pupils of all abilities and aspirations. Our 
curriculum provides the foundations for understanding 
the world through the specific disciplines of biology, 
chemistry and physics. Science changes lives and is 
vital to the world’s future economic and technological 
prosperity.  All pupils will be taught the essential aspects 
of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of 
science. Through building up a body of key knowledge 
and concepts, pupils will be encouraged to recognise 
the power of rational explanation and develop a sense 
of excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena. 
Pupils will be equipped to make informed decisions 
on scientific and technological issues.  They will be 
encouraged to understand how science can be used 
to explain what is occurring, predict how things will 
behave, and analyse causes. Students will use the 
tool of mathematics and mathematical language to 
develop explanations, applications and evaluations of 
science in theoretical and practical situations.
Practical work is at the heart of science at St Bede’s.  
It will support and consolidate scientific concepts 
by applying and developing what is known and 
understood of abstract ideas and models. It will make 
sense of new information and observations, and provide 
insights into the development of scientific thinking.  It 
will develop transferable investigative skills including 
devising and investigating testable questions, identifying 
and controlling variables and analysing, interpreting 
and evaluating data.  It will build and master practical 
skills such as using specialist equipment to take 

measurement, handling and manipulating equipment 
with confidence, recognising hazards and planning how 
to minimise risk.

Aims

The curriculum for science at St Bede’s aims to ensure 
that all pupils:

•  develop scientific knowledge and conceptual 
understanding through the specific disciplines of biology, 
chemistry and physics
•  develop understanding of the nature, processes and 
methods of science through different types of science 
enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions 
about the world around them
•  are equipped with the scientific knowledge required 
to understand the uses and implications of science, 
today and for the future
•  have the skills and knowledge to continue with the 
study of science to a higher level
•  are equipped with the scientific practical skills to 
link abstract models to testable hypotheses, develop 
transferable investigate skills and build practical skills to 
handle equipment with confidence and in safety 



 
Year 7 Curriculum

Year 7 Science
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Biology

Structure & Functions of Living Organisms 
Skeleton, Joints and Muscles 
Cell structure and types 
Microscopes 
Genetics & Inheritance 
Variation 
Investigating variation

Chemistry

Particles, Atoms and Elements 
States of matter 
Atoms, elements, compounds and mixtures. 
Chemical Analysis 
Purity & Separation

Physics

Energy in foods 
Energy Stores and investigating foods 
Electrical Circuits 
Circuits & Symbols 
Currents and Circuits 
Static & Electric Fields

Biology 

Disease, Infection & Response  
Lifestyle & Health  
Biological Systems  
Male reproductive system  
Female reproductive system  
Sexual Reproduction & Menstrual Cycle  
Gestation and Birth  
Effects of recreational drugs on the foetus 

Chemistry 

Chemical Reactions Acids, Bases and Alkalis.  
Fuels and Combustion 

Physics 

Generating Electricity  
Energy Resources  
Generation  
Electrical Power & Costs  
Forces and Motion  
Types of Forces  
Friction  
Resultant Forces

Biology 

Plants  
Plant reproduction (flowers)  
Flower dissections  
Seed dispersal  
Ecology  
Interdependence  
Pollinators and Pollution  
Classification and Sampling  
Acid rain 

Chemistry 

Earth’s Resources and Minerals  
The Structure of the Earth  
The Rock Cycle  
Investigating Crystals  

Physics 

Waves Light and Materials  
Shadows  
Longitudinal Waves & Sounds  
Forces and Motion  
Speed, Distance and Time

Science



 
Year 8 Curriculum

Science

Year 8 Science
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Biology

Structure & Functions of Living Organisms 
Multicellular Organisms 
Respiration 
Investigating Respiration 
Genetics & Inheritance 
Genetic Material 
Extraction of DNA Practical 
Inheritance & Natural Selection 
The Importance of Biodiversity

Chemistry

Particles, Atoms and Elements 
Elements and Compounds 
The Periodic Table 
Metals and Non-metals 
Chemical Analysis 
Chromatography 

Physics

Electricity 
Resistance 
Series and Parallel Circuits 
Forces and Motion 
Balances and Unbalanced Forces 
Buoyancy 
Pressure

Biology 

Disease, Infection & Response  
Critiquing Claims – Smoking  
Biological Systems  
Anatomy of Breathing  
Volume and Pressure  
Diet & The Digestive System 

Chemistry 

Chemical Reactions  
Conservation of Mass  
Thermal Decomposition  
Endothermic and Exothermic Reactions 

Physics 

Magnetism and Electromagnets  
Magnetic Fields  
Earth and Electromagnets  
Waves  
Reflection of Light  
Types of Reflection  
Colour  
Lenses and The Eye  
Light and Transverse Waves

Biology 

Plants  
Growing Plants  
Photosynthesis  
The Roots and Stem  
The Leaves & Glucose  
Ecology  
Sustainability & Sampling  
Our Carbon Footprint  

Chemistry 

Earth’s Resources and Minerals  
Material Properties  
Ceramics, Composites and Polymers  

Physics 

Space  
Our Solar System and the Universe  
Day, Night and The Seasons  
Light and Distance  
Forces and Motion  
Distance-Time Graphs  
Relative Motion  
Forces and Levers  
Matter (Conduction)  
Thermal Energy and Temperature  
Thermal Energy Transfers



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Science

Year 9
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Biology
Cells 
Students learn the cells structures and ultra-structures for prokaryotes 
and eukaryotes, building an appreciation of the theory of evolution 
of life with one common ancestor. We introduce the electron and 
light microscopes, including their importance for our rapidly increasing 
understanding of the Biological world. Students also learn about stem 
cells alongside their potential in therapies and the associated ethical 
dilemmas. Genetics The structure and function of the genome as the 
instructions for all life are studied here, and students learn the core 
principles of inheritance and variation. 

Chemistry 
Atoms and the Periodic Table 
Students will study the history of the atomic model, the scientific 
processes used to develop the modern atomic model and the 
electron structures of smaller atoms. Students will investigate how 
chromatography, evaporation, filtration and distillation are used to 
separate various mixtures. Students will learn about the development 
of the periodic table, and the importance of the periodic table in 
predicting and understanding chemical properties. The properties of 
groups 0, 1 and 7 will be investigated alongside learning to understand 
trends in reactivity and chemical reactions between the groups. 

Physics 

Energy 
Students will learn to describe the concept of energy and energy 
transfers using diagrams for a range of examples. Each type of energy 
store and transfer is studied and understood before student progress 
to understanding and calculating efficiency. They will also learn about 
renewable and non- renewable energy resources and the benefits and 
drawbacks of each. 

Electricity 
Students will learn about mains electricity and domestic wiring, this 
includes developing an understanding of wiring a plug and the risks 
involved with live wires. Students will move on to calculate electrical 
power. Matter The particle model of matter, a fundamental concept 
in Science, is studied in detail here. Students learn about the states of 
matter and transitions between each state, which links to energy stores 
and transfers. Students will calculate density of different substances 
and learn a practical method of how to determine density of different 
objects.

Biology 
Infection and Response Students learn about the major categories 
of disease (communicable and non-communicable) before studying 
communicable diseases and their associated pathogens in (sometimes 
gruesome!) detail. Biological Systems This is one of the most relatable 
and exciting topics on the Y9 calendar! Students learn about the 
structures of the heart and lungs with highly anticipated dissections and 
demonstrations. We then study enzymes and their under-appreciated 
role in all life and many medical treatments. 

Chemistry 
Chemical bonding Students will learn to identify the ions formed by 
different elements and will use their knowledge of groups 1 and group 
7 to explain why ions are formed. Students will study the formation of 
covalent, ionic and metallic bonds and will develop an understanding 
of how bonding is linked to chemical and physical properties. Students 
will learn about the structural differences between metals and alloys 
and will gain an understanding of why certain materials are selected for 
particular uses. 

Physics 
Waves Students learn how to distinguish between transverse and 
longitudinal waves, including examples and their uses. This includes 
a detailed understanding of the electromagnetic spectrum and its 
properties. Forces Students learn to distinguish between contact and 
noncontact forces and scalar and vector quantities. They learn how to 
calculate the weight of an object and the difference between weight 
and mass

Biology 
Plants 
Plants and the process they have evolved to perform are essential for our existence – in 
this term, pupils will begin to understand why in more detail than in previous years. With 
strong links to Chemistry, student learn about the reactions of photosynthesis and how 
plants accumulate the raw ingredients to perform it. Ecology In the final year 9 module 
students look at the interaction between organisms within ecosystems (food webs), 
and how those interaction shape the organisms themselves. This builds toward Natural 
Selection, a backbone of modern Biology that is taught in detail in year 10. 

Chemistry 
Students will learn how the atmosphere was initially created and gain an understanding 
of the processes that have caused changes in the atmosphere. They will study the 
cause and impact of various pollutants and will evaluate methods of reducing carbon 
footprint. Students will study the difference between composites, ceramics, metals 
and polymers and will learn to justify why a particular material is used for a certain role. 
Students will learn to consider the environmental impact of products and will learn how 
to carry out life cycle assessments. Students will also study the processes and methods 
involved in creating potable water. Students will gain an understanding of wastewater 
treatments and the importance of clean drinking water. 

Physics 
Forces (continued). Students also will investigate the relationship between force 
and extension for springs. Magnetism Students will describe magnetic materials and 
compare permanent to induced magnets. They will investigate solenoids and factors 
affecting the strength of electromagnets.
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Art

Year 7 - Curriculum Intent
Students are given the opportunity to experience 
different approaches in Art and Design through 
practical application and a critical appreciative study 
of different artists and designers from the past and 
present in addition to different cultural traditions.
Students are taught the basic and formal elements to 
equip them with a visual vocabulary and understanding, 
necessary to express ideas, feelings, and record 
observations and to design and make artefacts. 
Drawing and developing the individual strengths and 
abilities is central to all aspects of the Art and Design KS3 
curriculum at the school.
Aims
•  To show how Art and Design plays an important role in 
our lives.
•  To develop individual skills, techniques, creativity, 
qualities and use of materials to promote confidence 
and interest. 
•  To develop visual awareness and observational skills.
•  To develop confidence in visual language and the 
ability to critique themselves and others.
•  To promote knowledge, historical and cultural interest. 
•  To develop self-motivation and independent learning.
•  To share common experiences of working together 
and social awareness.
•  To inform and educate all students that there are 
equal opportunities in Art and Design.

KS4 - Curriculum Intent
Students explore art & design through a range of two-
dimensional and/or three-dimensional processes and 
media. They do this through practical application of 
skills and relevant critical and contextual sources such 
as the work of contemporary artists, craftspeople and 
designers and the different purposes, intentions and 
functions of art, craft and design as appropriate to their 
own work.
Students develop and apply the knowledge, 
understanding and skills through a range of different 
areas of study such as drawing, painting, sculpture, 
photography, printmaking, mixed media, textiles, 
ceramics etc.
Aims
•  To show how Art and Design plays an important role in 
our lives.
•  To develop individual skills, techniques, creativity, 
qualities and use of materials to promote confidence 
and interest. 
•  To develop visual awareness and observational skills.
•   To develop confidence in visual language and the 
ability to critique themselves and others.
•  To promote knowledge, historical and cultural interest. 
•  To develop self-motivation and independent learning.
•  To share common experiences of working together 
and social awareness.
•  To inform and educate all students that there are 
equal opportunities in Art and Design.

KS5 - Curriculum Intent
Students are introduced to a variety of experiences that 
explore a range of art & design media, processes and 
techniques. Students will explore both traditional and new 
media.
Students explore the use of drawing for different purposes, 
using a variety of methods and media on a variety of 
scales. Students may use sketchbooks/design boards to 
underpin their work where appropriate.
Students explore relevant images, artefacts and resources 
relating to a range of art, craft and design, from the 
past and from recent times. This should be integral to the 
investigating and making processes. Students’ responses 
to these examples must be shown through practical and 
critical activities that demonstrate their understanding of 
different styles, genres and traditions.
Areas of study include: drawing, painting, mixed-media, 
textiles, sculpture, ceramics, printmaking and photography.
Aims
•  To show how Art and Design plays an important role in 
our lives.
•  To develop individual skills, techniques, creativity, qualities 
and use of materials to promote confidence and interest. 
•  To develop visual awareness and observational skills.
•  To develop confidence in visual language and the ability 
to critique themselves and others.
•  To promote knowledge, historical and cultural interest. 
•  To develop self-motivation and independent learning.
•  To share common experiences of working together and 
social awareness.
•  To inform and educate all students that there are equal 
opportunities in Art and Design.



 
Year 7 Curriculum

Year 7 Art
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Project Theme: Formal Elements & Natural Forms 

Students will develop their understanding of working from 
observation, responding to the theme of Natural forms. 
Students will select an area of focus and produce a wide 
range of responses using varied drawing media. The 
importance of tone, detail, texture and composition will be 
explored through direct observation. The project will be skills 
based, developing student’s confidence and understanding 
in the use of the wide range of drawing media. Students will 
select imagery in response to the theme of Natural Forms. 
They will produce a series of drawings and colour studies whilst 
developing their understanding of the formal elements: tone, 
line, colour, shape, texture, pattern and form. Students will 
develop their understanding of composition. Their drawings 
will explore the detail found in natural form sources selected, 
as they produce an exciting range of drawings. 

Key tasks: Tonal studies, colour studies, mark making studies, 
artist responses Drawing materials explored: pencil, fine liner 
pen, colour pencil 

Artists: Cezanne, Egyptian art, Damien Hirst, Durer, Claire 
Moynihan, Kate Malone, Seguy, Jennifer Angus, Helen Ward 
and Mike Libby, Murakami, Vincent Scarpace, Clare Young, 
Chris Shields etc Theme: FRUIT & VEGETABLES, BUGS, INSECTS, 
BUTTERFLIES, PUMPKINS, MUSHROOMS, FISH, FLOWERS etc

Project Theme: Formal Elements & Natural Forms 

Students will continue project into Spring term. 

KNOWLEDGE: -Students research artists who have explored natural forms in their 
work They should discuss the work and try to identify what the artistic objectives 
were in producing these images. Students should also be asked to investigate the 
work of 3D artists who produce artefacts using Natural forms for inspiration. 

MAKING-Skills- The students are set a range of tasks using formal elements work 
sheets linking to chosen theme to lead to producing a design for a print/painting/
sculpture (final piece) based on natural forms. They should be encouraged to 
produce a series of responses focusing on the FORMAL ELEMENTS: TONE, LINE, 
SHAPE, COLOUR, PATTERN, FORM. 

IDEAS- Students should be asked to study closely a series of natural form images. 
They describe the objects to a friend or use a magnifying glass to examine them 
in close detail. Develop ideas for a final piece 

EVALUATE-Presentation: Students will plan and present sketchbook pages with 
all of the responses they have created. This project will highlight the importance 
of considering the overall presentation of work to reflect the style or theme of a 
particular project and how to evaluate own and others work successfully.

Project Theme: MONSTERS/MYTHICAL CREATURES. 

Focus: Further development of the formal elements. 

KNOWLEDGE-Research & Planning: Students will discuss examples 
of successful work during group discussions, using exemplar pieces 
to help plan their own outcomes. Produce responses to other artist’s 
work. MAKING-Skills: Develop painting & 3D skills in a wide range of 
media & materials. Each response will take into account effective use 
of tone and mark-making, whilst exploring the possibilities each media 
provides. Materials: Watercolour paints, poster paints., collage/mixed 
media, ceramics, papier mache etc. 

IDEAS: Students will be encouraged to take an experimental 
approach to creating a paintings & 3D final response, considering 
combinations of materials, obscure angles and colour schemes to put 
a personalised style on their work. 

EVALUATE-Presentation: Students will plan and present sketchbook 
pages with all of the responses they have created. This project will 
highlight the importance of considering the overall presentation of 
work to reflect the style or theme of a particular project and how 
to evaluate own and others work successfully. Drawing materials 
explored: pencil, fine liner pen, colour pencil Artists explored: Paride 
Bertolin, Amy P Williams, Chris Ryniak, Mateo Dineen, Greg Abbott 
James Derosso & John Burgerman.

Art



 
Year 8 Curriculum

Year 8 Art
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Project Theme: Structures-OP ART 

Students will explore the formal elements in art & design: 
TONE, TEXTURE, SHAPE, COLOUR PATTERN, LINE, FORM 

To develop understanding & appreciation of Op Art How 
would you describe Optical Art? 

Looking at other artists/designers working in a similar vein 
should be encouraged including historical, contemporary 
and abstract artists using architecture to inspire. 

How do you make links with own ideas to other artists/
designers/cultures artwork? 

What are the differences between different 3D/2D 
construction materials? 

How to develop skills and understanding of working in two/ 
three dimensions? 

Key tasks: Tonal studies, colour studies, mark making studies, 
artist responses Drawing materials explored: pencil, fine liner 
pen, colour pencil, oil pastel, felt tip pens ARTISTS: Bridget 
Riley, Victor Vasarely

Project Theme: Structures: Architecture 

Students will continue project into Spring term. 

Knowledge -History of Art, craft, design & architecture. 

Students research artists/designers who have used architecture as inspiration., 
analysing their composition and use of layering and selection. They should discuss 
the work and try to identify the artistic objectives. 

Making Skills- either: 1. One-point perspective and two-point perspective 
drawings explored. Create towers/ word compositions, room compositions. 2. 
Designing their own 2D/3D city linking to an artist. They will need to select the 
most interesting pieces of architecture that represent their city and produce a 
series of quick initial sketches from their research and personal studies. They will 
create buildings using a range of 2D/3D materials and processes and assemble 
them. Including drawing, painting textiles, found objects, cardboard sculpture, 
papier mache etc. They will need to consider texture and surface finish/detail. 

Ideas- Students should be asked to study a range of architectural landmarks/ 
architectural features from photographs. They will produce detailed tonal 
drawings. Students will research architecture from around the world initially, and 
then focus on a particular city/country when developing their 2D/3D work. 

EVALUATE-Presentation: Students will plan and present pages with all of the 
responses they have created. This project will highlight the importance of 
considering the overall presentation of work to reflect the style or theme of a 
particular project and how to evaluate own and others work successfully.

Project Theme: Still Life 

KNOWLEDGE: -Students research artists who have explored still life in 
their work They should discuss the work and try to identify what the 
artistic objectives were in producing these images. Students should 
also be asked to investigate the work of 3D artists who produce 
artwork using Still Life for inspiration. 

MAKING-Skills-Still life drawing can be developed using following tasks: 
Tonal shading, Mark making describing textural surface qualities of 
objects, Coloured Pencil- colour blending & burnishing. Felt Tip Pens/
sharpies- building tone & colour. Pastels/use of paint- blending & 
building up of tone/colour through smudging, layering. 

IDEAS--. Introduction to still-life drawing. Discuss composition & its 
importance & significance to the successful design of an image. 
Relate to the drawn, camera & TV image. E.g. Make a viewfinder & 
demonstrate its use in choosing a section of the still life/object to draw. 
Relate the choice of section to the frame of both viewfinder &paper. 

EVALUATE-Presentation of work 

ARTISTS: Matisse, Dutch 17th century still-lives, Seurat, Cezanne, 
Michael Craig Martin, Cubism, Morandi, Degas & contemporary still 
life e.g. Burton Morris, Ron Magnes, Wayne Thiebaud, Gordon Smedt, 
Patrick Caulfield, Claes Oldenburg, Joel Penkman, Laura Manfre, 
Carolee Clark FOCUS IDEAS: SHOES, FAST FOOD, FRUIT, BOTTLES, 
EVERYDAY OBJECT, or FLOWERS

Art



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Art
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Project 1 - MINI PROJECTS: SHOES & CLOSE UPS 2D  SKILLS 
 In response to a chosen theme, students will produce  a range of 
outcomes to develop their skills and  understanding of working in 
selected choice of media  & techniques and how to successfully 
respond to  other artist’s work. Using the formal elements- line,  tone, 
colour, texture, pattern, shape & form  
Project 1- SHOES  
Artists explored:  Michael Craig-Martin, Lisa Milroy  Van Orton, Roy 
Lichtenstein, Andy Warhol, Gordon  Smedt, Bridget Riley, Keith Haring  
Tasks:  
1.Select 4 of the artists from the list and produce an  A5 copy of their 
work.  
2. 1 Pencil drawing from a photograph  
3. 1 Pen drawing from a photograph  
4. 1 Coloured pencil drawing  
5. 1 A4 piece from a photograph using the style of an  artist you have 
looked at.  

Project 2- CLOSE-UP  
Artists explored:  The Boyle Family, Andreas Feininger, Heather Knight,  
Georgia O’Keeffe, Linnea Tobias, Karl Blosfeldt, Sarah  Graham, Sherry 
Egger  

Tasks:  
1. Select 4 of the artists from the list and produce an A5 copy of their 
work.  
2. 1 Pencil drawing from a photograph  
3. 1 Pen drawing from a photograph  
4. 1 Coloured pencil drawing  
5. 1 A4 piece from a photograph using the style of an artist you have 
looked at.

Project Theme- MINI PROJECT: SWEET TREATS 
In response to a chosen theme, students will produce a range of outcomes to develop their 
skills and understanding of working in selected choice of media & techniques and how to 
successfully respond to other artist’s work. 
Using the formal elements- line, tone, colour, texture, pattern, shape & form 

Artists explored: Joel Penkman Ron Magnes Patrick Caulfield May Van Millingen Wayne 
Thiebaud Jon Burgerman Burton Morris Nancy Standlee Sarah Graham Sheila Marshall 

1. Select 4 of the artists from the list and produce an A5 copy of their work. 
2. 4 x photo responses using a range of materials. 
3. 4 x experiments combining two artists 5 A final piece/outcome from a photograph using the 
style of an artist or combining artists that you have looked at.

Project Theme: NATURAL FORMS EXPERIMENTATION/ DEVELOPING IDEAS (Themes: 
NATURE, BACTERIA, BUTTERFLIES, FRUIT & VEG, OBJECTS) 

In response to a chosen theme, students will produce a range of outcomes 
to develop their skills and understanding of working in selected choice of 
media & techniques and how to successfully respond to other artist’s work. 
Using the formal elements- line, tone, colour, texture, pattern, shape & form 
Artists explored: Cezanne, Klari Reis, Damien Hirst, Durer, Claire Moynihan, Kate 
Malone, Seguy, Jennifer Angus, Helen Ward and Mike Libby 

1. Select 4 of the artists from the list and produce an A5 copy of their work. 
2. 4 x photo responses using a range of materials. 
3. 4 x experiments combining two artists 5 A final piece/outcome from a 
photograph using the style of an artist or combining artists that you have looked 
at.

Art



 
St Bede’s Curriculum 2020-2021

Business

KS4 - Curriculum Intent

The aims and objectives of this course are to enable 
students to:
•  know and understand business concepts, business 
terminology, business objectives, the integrated nature 
of business activity and the impact of business on 
individuals and wider society
•  apply knowledge and understanding to 
contemporary business issues and to different types and 
sizes of businesses in local, national and global contexts
•  develop as enterprising individuals with the ability 
to think commercially and creatively to demonstrate 
business acumen, and draw on evidence to make 
informed business decisions and solve business problems
•  develop as effective and independent students, and 
as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds
•  use an enquiring, critical approach to make informed 
judgements
•  investigate and analyse real business opportunities 
and issues to construct well-argued, well-evidenced, 
balanced and structured arguments, demonstrating 
their depth and breadth of understanding of business
•  develop and apply quantitative skills relevant to 
business, including using and interpreting data.

KS5 - Curriculum Intent

The aims and objectives of the Edexcel Level 3 
Advanced GCE in Business
are to enable students to:
•  develop an enthusiasm for studying business
•  gain a holistic understanding of business in a range of 
contexts
•  develop a critical understanding of organisations and 
their ability to meet society’s needs and wants
•  understand that business behaviour can be studied 
from a range of perspectives
•  generate enterprising and creative approaches to 
business opportunities, problems and issues
•  be aware of the ethical dilemmas and responsibilities 
faced by organisations and individuals
•  acquire a range of relevant business and generic 
skills, including decision making, problem solving, the 
challenging of assumptions and critical analysis
•  apply numerical skills in a range of business contexts.



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Business
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Peter Jones Tycoon in Schools

• Introduction to Business

• Developing a Business Idea

• Exploring the Business idea

• Business Objectives

• The Marketing Mix

• Promotional material

• Business costs

• Break Even

• Pitching & presenting a business idea

Enterprise and Entrepreneurship

• The Dynamic nature of a business

• Risk & Reward

• The role or business enterprise

Spotting a business opportunity

• Customer needs

• Market Research

• Market Segmentation

• The competitive environment

Business
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Computer Science

In Computer Science students combine practical and 
computer-based skills with creative thinking to design 
and develop systems that meet a range of needs.  
They learn to use current technologies and consider 
the impact of future technological and software 
developments. 
They will cover the three strands of the Computing 
curriculum, which are Computer Science, Information 
technology and Digital literacy, as identified by CAS.  

Students will refine skills to develop software solutions 
for specific situations, and the understanding of the 
importance of computing, our dependency on it, and 
the cultural, moral and social impacts it has on modern 
society.

A high-quality computing education equips pupils to 
use computational thinking and creativity to understand 
and change the world. Computing has deep links with 
mathematics, science and design and technology, and 
provides insights into both natural and artificial systems. 

The core of computing is computer science, in which 
pupils are taught the principles of information and 
computation, how digital systems work and how to put 
this knowledge to use through programming. 

Building on this knowledge and understanding, pupils 
are equipped to use information technology to create 
programs, systems and a range of content. 

Students are encouraged to be creative in the 
development of solutions, explaining the processes 

involved.  Making the subject relevant to the 
experiences of the students is important in developing 
their understanding and interest.  New technologies are 
investigated and used to further develop the learning of 
students.

Computing also ensures that pupils become digitally 
literate – able to use, and express themselves 
and develop their ideas through, information and 
communication technology – at a level suitable for the 
future workplace and as active participants in a digital 
world.

Aims 

•  encourage and develop an understanding in 
Computer Science in students’ everyday lives and an 
awareness of its advantages and limitations
•  develop students’ Computer Science and Information 
Communication Technology capability so that they 
understand the importance of information, how to select 
and prepare it.
•  develop skills in using hardware, peripherals and 
software.
•  develop students’ ability to apply ICT capability 
across the curriculum and support their use of language 
and communication
•  explore attitudes towards ICT/Computer Science, 
its value for themselves, others and society, and their 
awareness of its advantages, limitations and social 
context
•  develop good health and safety attitudes and 
practice



 
Year 7 Curriculum

Year 7 Computer Science
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Introduction to the school network; 
accessing resources; email and 
creating folder structures. Moving on 
to efficient Internet search techniques 
and implications of breaching copyright 
legislation, 

Exploring Online Issues: -  Online Dangers 
- Strategies to Stay Safe and how to deal 
with issues experienced online. 

Hardware and software (How the computer works; The 
CPU; How computers talk to each other(binary). 

Students are introduced to the hardware components of 
a computer system and how a computer works, looking 
at IPOS and how computers communicate with each 
other including the base 2 number system binary.

Event driven Programming (Events; variables; 
Selection; Iteration; Interfaces)

Students are introduced to event driven 
programming and look at Scratch as a 
programming tool to implement programming 
techniques. They look at a range of concepts 
and apply these using the software.

Computer Science



 
Year 8 Curriculum

Year 8 Computer Science
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Computational Thinking (Decomposition, 
Abstraction, Pattern Recognition, 
Algorithms); using Computational thinking 
for problem solving

Students look at the principles of 
computational thinking - the 4 cornerstones 
of computer science. They look at 
decomposition, algorithms, pattern 
recognition and abstraction. Students 
look at the underlying principles and 
practice with a range of computer and 
paper based activities to help establish an 
understanding of computational thinking 
skills.

History of Computing (Alan Turing & Codebreaking; Tim 
Berners-Lee & WWW; George Boole & Logic; Charles 
Babbage & Problem solving); HTML

Visiting famous CS pioneers and exploring their work: - 
George Boole – Boolean Logic - Tim Berners-Lee – HTML 
and WWW - Charles Babbage – The Difference Engine 
and problem Solving - Alan Turing – Code Breaking 
combined with Introduction to HTML: Basic Tags - 
Heading - Horizontal Rule- Paragraphs - Fonts -Body (and 
its properties) - Images - Hyperlinks 

Data Representation including Numbers, characters, 
images and sound.

Programming techniques using Python; Games 
design

Students are brought back to computational 
think in the form of programming and they are 
to be introduced to text-based programming. 
They look at computer programming basics, 
input, outputs variables, selection and iteration

Students look at the concepts of game design 
using a Event based GUI Games Factory 
where they look at events editors to create the 
mechanics of gaming.

Computer Science



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Computer Science
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Computational thinking introduction 

Students participate in a range of practical 
non- computer- based exercises to engage 
in problem solving, to gain an insight into 
how computers process information without 
necessarily using a computer in the lesson. 
This will lead to building up to some basic 
programming of drones to apply problem 
solving to a technology solution. The aim of the 
first term is to make computer science current 
and to help relate the initial computational 
thinking principles to real life scenarios. The 
programming of drones will be done using 
specific hardware and software and students 
will progress to creating programs with block 
editors similar to Scratch take place to writing 
small programs using text editors, which will help 
prepare them for the next level of programming 
(Python).  

Students learn the principles of high level programming 
which is a requirement of the specification. They look at basic 
programming constructs using Python, such as input; output; 
variables; selection; iteration and string manipulation and 
arrays. They build up a portfolio of programming techniques 
which evidences their understanding of the principles. They 
move on to solving problems using these techniques which 
build upon computational thinking skills, mainly decomposition 
and abstraction.

Students embark on the main theory content of the 
course and begin with computer systems. Content 
includes input, processing and output, embedded 
systems, memory and storage. They will learn how the 
theory applies to technology and will be introduced 
to subject key terminology and begin completing a 
glossary to refer back to for revision. Retrieval will be 
a key part of lessons where prior learning in revisited 
whilst gradually introducing more technical content 
based on the first part of the specification.

Computer Science
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Design and Technology

KS 3

At KS3 Design and Technology aims to ensure that all 
pupils:
•  Develop the creative, technical and practical 
expertise needed to perform everyday tasks confidently 
and to participate successfully in an increasingly 
technological world
•  Build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, 
understanding and skills in order to design and make 
high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range 
of users
•  Critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products 
and the work of others
•  To understand and apply the principles of nutrition 
and learn how to cook
The KS3 Design Technology curriculum includes projects 
in the following materials areas; Textiles, Wood, Plastics, 
Electronics and Cooking and Nutrition.   Students rotate 
round 3 of the subject areas in Years 7 & 8.  
During years 7 and 8 students work through the planned 
sequence of Design & Make Assignments developing 
their designing and making capabilities through the 
completion of a wide range of practical projects and 
cooking a variety of dishes.  

KS 4

At Key Stage 4 the D&T department offers a wide 
range of GCSE & Vocational courses to allow students 
to further develop in the specialist areas which they 
have worked in at KS3 to examination level.  All the D&T 
specialist areas (with the exception of Food Preparation 
and Nutrition) are covered under the single ‘Design & 
Technology’ banner.  Students choose to make their 
products in one of the following material categories;
•  Timber, Plastics and electronics based materials 
(Materials)
•  Textile based materials (Textiles)
The courses are delivered through a planned sequence 
of theory lessons and practical making activities which 
deliver the prescribed knowledge and understanding 
of the subject content relevant to the chosen 
material area. Assessment is through a combination of 
Examinations & Non-Examined Assessment.
A balance is 50% Examination / 50% Non-Examined 
Assessment. Students design and make a variety of 
practical products in their chosen material areas which 
will be available to take home once assessment is 
complete.

KS 5

At Key Stage 5 the D&T department offers students 
the opportunity to further develop their designing and 
making capabilities to advanced level.
The subject content is modern and relevant, allowing 
students to learn about contemporary technologies, 
materials and processes, as well as established 
practices. There is a significant emphasis on 
understanding and applying iterative design processes. 
Students use their creativity and imagination to design 
and make prototypes that solve real and relevant 
problems, considering their own and others’ needs, 
wants and values.



 
Year 7 Curriculum

Year 7 Design Technology - Carousel System
Textile Technology Materials Food
 Understand what a textile is and means 
in the world we live in today.

 Demonstrate basic sewing skills. 

 Understand the sources of materials.

 Understand the consequences of 
cotton production

 Learn about different fashion designers 
across different decades.

 Measuring and marking skills.

 Target Market analysis, designing creative products 
aimed at a specific target market. 

 Basic wood working hand tool skills.

 Use of woodworking machinery.

 Design skills. 

 To understand the importance of safety and 
hygiene whilst preparing and cooking food.

 To demonstrate basic cooking skills. 

 To understand the macronutrients in the diet

 To understand food provenance

 To understand the labels used on food 
packaging

Design Technology



 
Year 8 Curriculum

Year 8 Design Technology - Carousel System
Textile Technology Cooking and Nutrition Materials
 Learn about different fashions styles 
throughout the decades. 

 Demonstrate sewing skills and a range of 
decorative techniques. 

 Learn how to use mathematical skills to 
create repeat pattern. 

 Understand the wider consequences of the 
textile industry.

 Learn about what influences fashion design.

 What is CAD design, laser cut lid linked to industry.

 Sources of timber.

 Use of technical drawings, maths and algebra within a 
practical task. 

 Woodworking joints.

 Using CAD and CAM.

 To understand health, hygiene and safety rules in 
a food room. 

 To identify macro and micronutrients, their 
sources and functions. 

 To understand the variety of special/different 
diets for individuals with nutritional or personal needs. 

 To identify a variety of cuisines from different 
cultures. 

 To understand food processing and provenance. 

Design Technology



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Design Technology - Carousel System
D&T: Textile Technology D&T: Materials Technology Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 Learn and demonstrate a wide range of textile skills 
in order to make a variety of textile products. 

 Demonstrate how to use machinery safely and 
accurately to carry out a variety of textile process. 

 Learn about industrial process and how the textile 
and fashion industry operate. 

 Understand how the design cycle works in industry. 

 Understand why it is important to design for a 
particular function and user in mind. 

 Understand where materials and components are 
sourced from. 

 Understand the wider implications of the textile 
industry; considering moral, social, ethical and environmental 
concerns.

 Learn and demonstrate a wide range of woodworking skills in order to 
make a variety of timber products. 

 Demonstrate how to use machinery safely and accurately to carry out 
a variety of woodworking process. 

 Learn about industrial process and how the timber industry operates. 

 Understand how design influences society, with market push and pull. 
Different cultures and needs. 

 Understand why it is important to design for a particular function and 
user in mind. 

 Understand where materials and components are sourced from. 

 Understand the wider implications of the timber industry; considering 
moral, social, ethical and environmental concerns.

 Learn and demonstrate a wide range of preparation and 
cooking skills in order to make a variety of high-quality products.

 Demonstrate how to use equipment safely and accurately 
to carry out a variety of processes. 

 Learn about industrial process and how the food industry 
operates. 

 Understand how the food science behind the different 
ingredients and processes.

 Understand where ingredients and components are 
sourced.

 Understand the wider implications of the food industry; 
considering moral, social, ethical and environmental concerns

Design Technology
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French

KS3 French - Curriculum Intent

The KS3 French curriculum is intended to broaden 
students’ awareness and understanding of France and 
other Francophone countries, whilst giving them the 
basic tools to be able to communicate and express 
their own ideas and thoughts in the foreign language. 
We encourage students to communicate for practical 
purposes, as the communication skills gained through 
the study of French can be readily applied to other 
subject areas in addition to MFL, but also for personal 
enjoyment. 

Students at KS3 will receive a solid foundation in the 4 
skills – reading, listening, speaking and writing, as well 
as cultural knowledge, aimed at breaking down the 
barriers of intolerance and ignorance. Students will be 
encouraged to think creatively and be curious about 
the world around them. It is also our intention to expose 
students to as many authentic situations as possible, 
where their knowledge of French will be an asset and an 
invaluable resource in overcoming challenges and for 
their own personal development as an individual. 

KS4 French - Curriculum Intent

The KS4 French curriculum is intended to further broaden 
students’ awareness and understanding of France and 
other Francophone countries, whilst building on the solid 
foundations acquired at KS3 so that they are able to 
communicate and express their own ideas and thoughts 
with some fluency in the foreign language. At KS4, we 
encourage students to communicate for practical 
purposes, for personal enjoyment and there is some 
exposure to foreign literature to further deepen their 
appreciation for French culture. 

Students at KS4 will receive further practice in the 4 
skills – reading, listening, speaking and writing, in order 
to develop their French to an intermediate level. The 
GCSE course also has a detailed focus on cultural 
events in order to educate students in the importance 
of tolerance and understanding of other beliefs and 
ways of life. It is also our intention to expose students to 
as many authentic situations as possible, where their 
knowledge of French will be an asset and an invaluable 
resource in overcoming challenges and for their own 
personal development as an individual.

KS5 French – Curriculum Intent 

The KS5 French curriculum is intended to allow students 
to specialise in their knowledge of France and other 
Francophone countries, whilst building on the solid 
foundations acquired at KS3 and KS4 so that they are 
able to communicate and express their own ideas 
and thoughts with fluency in the foreign language. At 
KS5, students are encouraged to use French wherever 
possible so that they improve their confidence in 
manipulating the language and become fluent 
communicators. They will also be given the opportunity 
of reading classic literature and experiencing acclaimed 
foreign cinema in order to deepen their appreciation of 
French culture. 

Students at KS5 will receive regular practice in the 4 
skills – reading, listening, speaking and writing, in order to 
develop their French to an advanced level. The A Level 
course also has a detailed focus on current events, other 
Francophone countries as well as culturally significant 
events in order to educate students in the importance 
of tolerance and understanding of other beliefs and 
ways of life. It is also our intention to expose students to 
as many authentic situations as possible, where their 
knowledge of French will be an asset and an invaluable 
resource in overcoming challenges and for their own 
personal development as an individual. Students at KS5 
will also have the opportunity to investigate potential 
career paths which involve the use of MFL so that they 
can explore the relevance of their programme of study. 



 
Year 7 Curriculum

Year 7 French
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Topics studied:  
• Introducing yourself  
• Languages and nationality  
• Ages and birthdays  
• Physical descriptions  
• My favourite object  
• French speaking countries  

Grammar studied:  

• correct use of gender with  definite and 
indefinite articles  
• present tense of avoir  
• adjectival agreement &  position  
• use of prepositions with  countries

Topics studied: 
• Personality 
• Family 
• Opinions of school subjects 
• Friends 

Grammar studied: 
• Possessive adjectives (singular) 
• Use of du/ de la/des 
• Comparatives 
• Use of pronouns 
• Simple connectives 
• Elision 
• False friends 
• Present tense regular verb formation (singular) 
• Perfect tense regular verbs + c’était 
• Être – present tense

Topics studied: 
• School descriptions 
• Describing area 
• At the youth club 
• Pets & animals 
• Food 7 cookery demo 

Grammar studied: 
• Manger, boire 
• Negative forms 
• Pouvoir (present)
• Je voudrais
• Opinion verbs followed by infinitives
• Consolidation of all grammar coverage in Y7

French



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 French
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
All about me

· Revision of family vocabulary and describing people

· Places in town and activities

· Talking about what makes a good friend

· Talking about family relationships

· Describing a night out using the perfect tense

· Talking about how you used to be using the imperfect tense

· Discussing role models

Grammar studied

Using irregular verbs in the present tense

Using reflexive verbs in the present tense

Using the near future tense

Free time 

· Revision of sport and music vocabulary 

· Revision of technology, films and TV vocabulary 

· Talking about sport Talking about your life online 

· Using comparatives 

· Talking about books and reading ·

 Talking about favourite TV shows 

· Talking about actors and films 

Grammar studied 

Using depuis and the present tense 

More practice of the imperfect tense Using direct object pronouns using 
superlative adjectives

Special occasions 

· Talking about food and meals 

· Discussing shopping for clothes 

· Describing daily life 

· Talking about food for special occasions 

· Using the pronoun en 

· Using polite language 

· Describing family celebrations 

· Describing festivals and traditions 

Grammar studied 

Using modal verbs Using venir de + infinitive using a combination of 
tenses

French
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Geography

Purpose of study

The Geography curriculum at St Bede’s is designed to 
inspire students’ curiosity and fascination about the 
world and its people that will remain with them for the 
rest of their lives. Geography is a window on the world 
and our schemes of learning and lessons equip students 
with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources 
and natural and human environments, together with 
a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and 
human processes. 
As pupils progress through the key stages, their growing 
knowledge about the world should help them to 
deepen their understanding of the interaction between 
physical and human processes, and of the formation 
and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical 
knowledge, understanding and skills provide the 
framework and approaches that explain how the Earth’s 
features at different scales are shaped, interconnected 
and change over time.  The different units allow students 
to investigate geography at a range of different scales 
and the units are topical; allowing for decision making 
about important current issues of the 21st century.

Aims

All students will:
•  develop contextual knowledge of the location 
of globally significant places – both terrestrial and 
marine – including their defining physical and human 
characteristics and how these provide a geographical 
context for understanding the actions of processes
•  understand the processes that give rise to key physical 
and human geographical features of the world, how 
these are interdependent and how they bring about 
spatial variation and change over time
•  are competent in a range of the geographical skills 
needed to:
collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data 
gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen 
their understanding of geographical processes
interpret a range of sources of geographical 
information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 
photographs and Geographical Information Systems 
(GIS)
communicate geographical information in a variety 
of ways, including through maps, numerical and 
quantitative skills and writing at length.



 
Year 7 Curriculum

Year 7 Geography
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Why is the weather so weird?

 Water Cycle 

 Microclimate 

 Rainfall 

 UK floods and heatwaves 

 UK tornado?

 Impacts of events

Is the world becoming a more hazardous place?

 What is a hazard? 

o Hurricanes, Volcanoes, Earthquakes, Tsunamis, Super 
volcanoes, 

 Climate change   

 How are humans affected by extreme events? 

o Are we making them worse?

Are there too many people in the world?       

 Population

 Cities 

 Rural to urban migration 

 Slums

 Resources 

 Sustainable cities (Singapore, Curitiba) 

 Earths overshoot day

Is the world becoming more unequal?      

 Development indicators

 Racial tensions (Rohingya Refugees) 

 Health 

 Wealth 

 Education

How has my local area changed?

  

 Deindustrialisation 

 Building on brownfield sites and greenbelts settlements

 Crime

 Retail patterns 

 Multiculturalism

Why is our world getting smaller? 

 Globalisation 

 TNC’s 

 British Colonialism 

 Transport

 Technological improvements

 Tourism 

 Impacts of globalisation

Geography



 
Year 8 Curriculum

Year 8 Geography
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Is anywhere in the world still wild and untouched by 
people?

   

 Ecosystems 

 Biomes

 Desert

 Tundra

 Rainforest 

 Temperate Deciduous Forests

 Mountains

 Oceans 

 Coral Reefs 

 Savannah 

 Mediterranean 

 Eco tourism  

 Indigenous tribes (Rainforest and Tundra)

If one country was to take over the world who might it be and why?   

 Political sphere of Influence

 Military Might 

 Global spread of culture 

 GDP

Which global conflict affects me the most?    

 Resources 

o food, water, energy 

 Syria 

 Migration causing conflict 

 Land borders (Pakistan and India)

 Ocean territory (South China Sea)

 African Resources (colton)

How much is water responsible for shaping the land?

 Rivers, Coasts

 Ice processes 

 local vs global 

 River Tees Vs River Nile 

 Holderness Vs Sunderbans 

 Lake District Vs Iceland

Can technology solve the problems of the 21st Century?

 Appropriate Tech 

 Mega Fix 

 Individual actions

 Hive mind 

 Global voice

Geography



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Geography
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
THE LIVING WORLD

Topics studied:

-  An introduction to ecosystems

-  Tropical rainforests and cold environments

THE CHALLENGE OF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Topics studied:

-  Changing supply and demand of resource in the UK

-  Food resources

URBAN ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

Topics studied:

-  Global patterns of urban change

-  Urban growth in Brazil, a newly emerging economy.

Geography



 
St Bede’s Curriculum 2020-2021

History

KS3 and 4

History at key stage 3 and 4 at St Bede’s, will allow 
students to gain an understanding of Britain’s past and 
its context within the wider world. History in KS3 will allow 
pupils to develop the chronological narrative of events 
in British history from the Norman invasion to the present 
day. Themes that will be developed are the changing 
nature of warfare, how democracy and changed and 
developed over time and how the social conditions of 
the British people have changed over time alongside 
the key factors that have allowed that to happen. 
At KS4, this knowledge will be specialised based on the 
following: Medicine through Time, charting the changes 
and continuity of medical developments from C1250 
to present day and key events that impacted on those 
changes; Anglo-Saxon and Norman England which will 
develop from KS3 with added depth; the changes that 
occurred during the colonisation of America and an in 
depth case study of the changes occurring in Germany, 
from the democratic Weimar Republic to dictatorship of 
Nazi Germany. 
Alongside the content, pupils develop understand of 
concepts such as change and continuity, cause and 
consequence, similarities and differences and be able 
to use these terms to analyse change over time as well 
as short term and long term significance. 
Pupils will also develop historical skills that will allow them 
to investigate and judge the quality and usefulness of 
historical sources based on their contextual knowledge 
and develop an understanding of why there are 
different interpretations of past events. 

KS5

At A level, students will develop their interest in and 
enthusiasm for History and their understanding of the 
real significance of history within the wider world context 
and its impact on current events. 
The depth of knowledge will expand for their key topics. 
At A level this will cover Britain during the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries and the profound changes 
during the time, economically, militarily, social and 
politically, charting the change from a monarchy to 
the beginnings of the parliamentary system that we 
have today as well as they key events that shaped 
Britain, namely the English Civil War. A level students will 
also cover the key changes that occurred during the 
Russian Revolution and go further into the key issues of 
Germany, from its emergence as an empire, its change 
to a democracy as an impact of World War One and 
then to a dictatorship under the Nazis ending with a 
Federal Republic in the midst of the Cold War.
As part of A level, students will need to improve their 
skills of enquiry and independence in order to study 
different academic and contemporary interpretations of 
key events and make judgements based on these and 
their own ability to ask relevant and significant questions 
about the past. 
Their understanding of key historical concepts will 
mature from those in KS4 and they will use them to 
develop their written communication in order to analyse 
key questions.  



 
Year 7 Curriculum

Year 7 History
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
The Norman Conquest

 Students to be able to describe the period.

 Explain why William won at Hastings and was then 
able to extend his control.

 Evaluate the relative importance of factors in this 
process.

The Early Middle Ages

• Power of the Church- how did it influence Medieval life?

• Conflict between the monarchy: Thomas Becket

• Medieval attitudes towards migrants (early anti-Semitism)

• Black Death- social, political and economic impact

• Peasants Revolt- as a result of the Black Death, early political 
change. 

The Tudors and the Reformation

 Reasons for the Reformation in Europe and England. 

 Impact in England- the dissolution of the Monasteries, 
the conversion back to Catholicism under Mary I and the 
‘Middle Way’ under Elizabeth I.

 How successful each monarch was for England

The Stuarts, the English Civil War and the Restoration 

 Who were the Stuarts?

 Why was there conflict between the Crown and 
Parliament? – LT and ST reasons for the Civil war. 

 Key events/battles of the Civil war e.g. the development 
of the New Model army and rise of Oliver Cromwell 

 Why did the Republic fail?

 Life during Restoration England (Charles II)- Great Fire of 
London, the Plague, the rise of the British empire. 

History



 
Year 8 Curriculum

Year 8 History
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Slavery and civil rights 

 British empire, slave trade triangle, conditions 
during the Middle Passage. 

 Life on the plantations

 Abolition movement in Britain and America- 
American civil war and the Emancipation 
Proclamation

 Why did a civil rights movement develop? 

 Jim Crow laws, WW2, civil rights organisations 
and individuals (Black Panthers, Martin Luther 
King Jr, Malcolm X)

 Impact of migration- British civil rights 
movement

 Modern day situation/case studies- impact 
of Stephen Lawrence, Black Lives Matter 
campaign. 

The Industrial Revolution and its impact on democracy in Britain

 The Agricultural revolution- enclosure, development of new 
techniques and inventions. Impact. 

 The domestic system to the factory system. 

 Impact of changes to the Railways. Local History section. 

 Living conditions in towns- slum areas, Cholera case study. 
Public Health Act

 Working conditions in factories and child labour. 

 Conditions in the mines. Local History section. Burns Pit 
disaster. 

 The Poor Law Amendment Act, impact of the workhouses. 

Democratic reform

 Causes and impact of 1832 Reform Act. 

 Chartism- impact and failure

 Women’s suffrage, methods and impact. 

Causes and events of WW1 and WW2

 

 WW1: Causes LT and ST, trench conditions, key 
battles e.g. the Somme, different areas of fighting. 
New weapons, Impact on the Home Front

 WW2: Causes, LT and ST, changing tactics e.g. 
Blitzkrieg- the Blitz, Poland, Battle of Britain, Aerial 
Bombing, Dunkirk, Impact on the Home Front- 
evacuation, Hiroshima and Nagasaki

History



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 History
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Law and Order

 An investigation into the living conditions in Whitechapel?

 An investigation into rising racial tension in Whitechapel in 
the 1880s?

 An investigation into the difficulties the Police faced in trying 
to catch the Whitechapel murderer?

1920s America

 The importance of Wall Street and the fashion for heavy 
investment. 

 The ‘Roaring Twenties’- lifestyles, culture and fashions.

 Changes in society

 The Temperance movement and the law against alcohol 
and its effects of organised crime. 

 The rise of the Mafia e.g. Al Capone 

 Development of the car industry- Ford and mass production

Cold War

 How tensions developed between USA and USSR after WW2.

 Development of two ‘camps’, economic and then military with NATO and the 
Warsaw Pact. 

 Key events such as the Berlin Blockade, Hungarian Uprising, into Kennedy’s 
presidency with the Berlin Crisis and the Berlin Wall, the Space Race.

 Kennedy’s assassination

 End of the Cold War and fall of the Berlin Wall

Anglo-Saxons and the Norman Conquest 

 Anglo-Saxon society 

 Contenders to the throne after Edward the Confessors death

 Battles of 1066- how did William of Normandy win?

 How did William secure control over England? (Castles, Marcher 
Earldoms, A-S rebellions, Harrying of the North)

 Changes made to England (Feudal system, landholding, the 
Church, society, culture and language) 

History
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Music

The music curriculum at St Bede’s aims to engage and 
inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent 
as musicians, increasing self-confidence, creativity and 
sense of achievement. Pupils will develop a critical 
engagement with music, performing, composing, and 
listening with discrimination to a range of historical 
periods, genres, styles and traditions. We will endeavour 
to build opportunities through curriculum and extra-
curricular activities that develop performance skills 
through singing and the ability to play a musical 
instrument. The curriculum is designed to build an 
understanding of how music is created, produced and 
communicated, including through the interrelated 
dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.



 
Year 7 Curriculum

Year 7 Music
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Rhythm, pitch and the elements of music

 Students learn to read and write music using 
basic notation. 

 Recognise the elements of music and how 
they are used to shape compositions. Compare 
and contrast music taken from a range of 
classical, pop, jazz and musical theatre music.

At present we are unable to access instruments due to 
COVID-19 risk management protocols. Should access 
arrangements allow we will follow the programme of study 
outlined below: 

The Elements of Music and Classical Music Periods 

Read and write music in a Classical style using basic notation. 

Recognise and identify the key features of the different 
classical periods in music and how composers’ styles have 
developed since 1150. 

Compare and contrast music in a wide range of Classical 
Music styles (particularly music taken from baroque, classical 
and romantic periods).

At present we are unable to access instruments due 
to COVID-19 risk management protocols. Should 
access arrangements allow we will follow the 
programme of study outlined below: 

Experimental Music and independent performance 
projects Read and write experimental music using 
basic and graphic notation. 

Recognise and identify the key features of 
experimental music and how composers developed 
new concepts of what music was. 

Compare and contrast music in a wide range 
of experimental styles (particularly expressionist, 
aleatoric and minimalist music).

Music



 
Year 8 Curriculum

Year 8 Music
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Developing understanding of rhythm, pitch and the 
elements of music

· Students learn to read and write music using basic 
notation.

· Recognise the elements of music and how they are 
used to shape compositions. Compare and contrast 
music taken from a range of classical, pop, jazz and 
musical theatre music

At present we are unable to access instruments due to COVID-19 risk 
management protocols. Should access arrangements allow we will 
follow the programme of study outlined below: 

Latin Music 

Read and write Latin music using basic notation. Recognise and 
identify the key features of Latin music and understand how it 
developed through the colonial fusion of Latin and native musical 
traditions.

Compare and contrast a wide range of Latin music from around the 
World, (particularly, flamenco, samba, Andean, tango and Cubano 
music). 

Film Music 

Read and write music from film styles using basic notation. Recognise 
and identify the way that composers use music to create atmosphere 
and enhance action in films. 

Compare and contrast music in a wide range of Film Music and 
Classical Music styles, (particularly music from epic films, westerns, 
action films and the specific use of instruments to suggest country/ 
period).

At present we are unable to access instruments due to 
COVID-19 risk management protocols. Should access 
arrangements allow we will follow the programme of study 
outlined below: 

Fusion Music and independent performance projects. 

Read and write Fusion music using basic notation. 

Recognise and identify the way in which different musical 
genres are combined to create fusion styles. 

Compare and contrast a wide range of fusion styles including 
samba, club-dance and bhangra

Music



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Music
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Students develop a critical engagement with 
music, performing and  listening with discrimination 
to a range of historical periods, genres,  styles and 
traditions. These are focused upon the 3 areas:  

Performing (as Teams submissions)  
Students work towards an assessment where they 
perform a piece  set at their individual relative level 
of challenge. They will be  assessed using the GCSE 
exam criteria on: 
• Technique  
• Interpretation  
• Accuracy  

Composing  
At present we are unable to access composition due 
to COVID-19  risk management protocols. This will be 
evaluated and updated as  the risk management 
protocols are reviewed.  

Listening and appraising  
Students will be assessed on their understanding of 
musical theory  and their ability to use it to describe 
music.  

Music Theory  
They will follow the ABRSM programme of study to 
develop their  knowledge and understanding of 
graded music theory.

Students develop a critical engagement with music, performing and  
listening with discrimination to a range of historical periods, genres,  
styles and traditions. These are focused upon the 3 areas:  

Performing (as Teams submissions)  
Students work towards an assessment where they perform a piece  set 
at their individual relative level of challenge. They will be  assessed 
using the GCSE exam criteria on: 
• Technique  
• Interpretation  
• Accuracy  

Composing  
At present we are unable to access composition due to COVID-19  risk 
management protocols. This will be evaluated and updated as  the risk 
management protocols are reviewed.  

Listening and appraising  
Students will be assessed on their understanding of musical theory  and 
their ability to use it to describe music.  

Music Theory  
They will follow the ABRSM programme of study to develop their  
knowledge and understanding of graded music theory.

Students develop a critical engagement with music, 
performing and listening with discrimination to a range of 
historical periods, genres, styles and traditions. These are 
focused upon the 3 areas: 
Performing (as Teams submissions) 

Students work towards an assessment where they perform a 
piece set at their individual relative level of challenge. They 
will be assessed using the GCSE exam criteria on: 
• Technique 
• Interpretation 
• Accuracy 

Composing 
At present we are unable to access composition due to 
COVID-19 risk management protocols. This will be evaluated 
and updated as the risk management protocols are 
reviewed. 

Listening and appraising 
Students will be assessed on their understanding of musical 
theory and their ability to use it to describe music. 

Music Theory 
They will continue follow the ABRSM programme of study 
to develop their knowledge and understanding of graded 
music theory.

Music
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PE

The PE curriculum at St Bede’s aims to inspire all students 
to succeed and fulfil their personal potential in a range 
of competitive sports and other physically-demanding 
activities.  It provides opportunities for students to 
become confident in their physical ability and develop 
their level of health and fitness.  Opportunities both 
within the curriculum and through extra-curricular sport 
and fitness activities embed values such as fairness, 
respect, teamwork and integrity and encourage 
students to develop their resilience.



 
Year 7 Curriculum

Year 7 PE
Under current guidance sports such as futsal and hockey are taught in a non-contact context with the focus being on the

development of skills, movement and tactics. Other sports may be added to the lists below once guidance allows this. Similarly

contact elements of sports will be reintroduced once guidance allows.
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
· Futsal

· Hockey

· Fitness

· Futsal

· Hockey

· Fitness

· Athletics

PE



 
Year 8 Curriculum

Year 9 PE
Under current guidance sports such as futsal and hockey are taught in a non-contact context with the focus being on the

development of skills, movement and tactics. Other sports may be added to the lists below once guidance allows this. Similarly

contact elements of sports will be reintroduced once guidance allows.
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
· Futsal

· Hockey

· Fitness

· Futsal

· Hockey

· Fitness

· Athletics

PE



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Sports Science
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
LO1: Understanding the different factors which influence 
the risk of injury in sport. 
· Extrinsic factors 
· Type of activity ·
 Coaching supervision 
· Environmental factors 
· Equipment 
· Safety Hazards 
· Intrinsic factors 
· Physical preparation 
· Individual variables 
· Psychological factors 
· Posture and causes of poor posture 
· Sports injuries related to poor posture 

LO 2: Understand how appropriate warm up and cool 
down routines can help to prevent injury. 
· Physical benefits of a warm-up 
· Psychological benefits of a warm-up 
· Key components of a warm-up 
· Physical benefits of a cool down 
· Key components of a cool down 
· Specific needs that a warm-up and cool down must 
consider 

LO3: Understand how to respond to injuries within a sporting 
context 
· Acute injuries 
· Chronic injuries 
· Types causes and treatment of common sports injuries

LO4: Know how to respond to medical conditions 
· Types causes and treatment of common sports injuries 
· Emergency Action Plans 

LO1: Applying the principles of training 
· Principles of training 

LO2: Know how training methods target different fitness components 
· Aerobic and anaerobic exercise 
· Components of fitness 
· Specific training methods for each component of fitness

LO3: Be able to conduct fitness tests 
· Tests for each component of fitness 
· Maximal and sub-maximal testing 
· Test sequence 
· Interpreting results of fitness tests

PE - Sports Science
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Spanish

KS3 Spanish - Curriculum Intent

The KS3 Spanish curriculum is intended to broaden 
students’ awareness and understanding of Spain and 
other Hispanic countries, whilst giving them the basic 
tools to be able to communicate and express their 
own ideas and thoughts in the foreign language. We 
encourage students to communicate for practical 
purposes, as the communication skills gained through 
the study of Spanish can be readily applied to other 
subject areas in addition to MFL, but also for personal 
enjoyment. 
Students at KS3 will receive a solid foundation in the 4 
skills – reading, listening, speaking and writing, as well 
as cultural knowledge, aimed at breaking down the 
barriers of intolerance and ignorance. Students will be 
encouraged to think creatively and be curious about 
the world around them. It is also our intention to expose 
students to as many authentic situations as possible, 
where their knowledge of Spanish will be an asset and 
an invaluable resource in overcoming challenges and 
for their own personal development as an individual. 

KS4 Spanish - Curriculum Intent

The KS4 Spanish curriculum is intended to further 
broaden students’ awareness and understanding of 
Spain and other Hispanic countries, whilst building on 
the solid foundations acquired at KS3 so that they are 
able to communicate and express their own ideas and 
thoughts with some fluency in the foreign language. 
At KS4, we encourage students to communicate for 
practical purposes, for personal enjoyment and there 
is some exposure to foreign literature to further deepen 
their appreciation for Spanish culture. 
Students at KS4 will receive further practice in the 4 
skills – reading, listening, speaking and writing, in order 
to develop their Spanish to an intermediate level. The 
GCSE course also has a detailed focus on cultural 
events in order to educate students in the importance 
of tolerance and understanding of other beliefs and 
ways of life. It is also our intention to expose students to 
as many authentic situations as possible, where their 
knowledge of Spanish will be an asset and an invaluable 
resource in overcoming challenges and for their own 
personal development as an individual.

KS5 Spanish – Curriculum Intent 

The KS5 Spanish curriculum is intended to allow 
students to specialise in their knowledge of Spain and 
other Hispanic countries, whilst building on the solid 
foundations acquired at KS3 and KS4 so that they are 
able to communicate and express their own ideas 
and thoughts with fluency in the foreign language. At 
KS5, students are encouraged to use Spanish wherever 
possible so that they improve their confidence in 
manipulating the language and become fluent 
communicators. They will also be given the opportunity 
of reading classic literature and experiencing acclaimed 
foreign cinema in order to deepen their appreciation of 
Spanish culture. 

Students at KS5 will receive regular practice in the 4 
skills – reading, listening, speaking and writing, in order 
to develop their Spanish to an advanced level. The A 
Level course also has a detailed focus on current events, 
other Hispanic countries as well as culturally significant 
events in order to educate students in the importance 
of tolerance and understanding of other beliefs and 
ways of life. It is also our intention to expose students to 
as many authentic situations as possible, where their 
knowledge of Spanish will be an asset and an invaluable 
resource in overcoming challenges and for their own 
personal development as an individual. Students at KS5 
will also have the opportunity to investigate potential 
career paths which involve the use of MFL so that they 
can explore the relevance of their programme of study. 



 
Year 8 Curriculum

Year 8 Spanish
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Topics studied:

• Sports
• Free time activities
• Arranging to go out
• Weekend plans
• Household chores
• Saying what’s wrong/ hurts and for howlong
• Giving advice

Grammar studied:

• Revisiting gramar
• Verbs jugar and practicar
• Juego al + sport
• Practico el/ la + sport
• Expressing likes and dislikes using me gusta
+ infinitive
• Present tense of ir and hacer
• Immediate future tense
• Doler
• Hace + time + que + verb
• Hay que/ Tienes que/ Debes + infinitive

Topics studied: 
• Healthy foods 
• Healthy lifestyle 
• Numbers up to 1000 
• Favourite foods 
• At the market 
• At the restaurant 

Grammar studied: 
• Use of Hace + time + que + verb (present tense) 
• Use of Hay que/ tienes que/ debes + infinitive 
• Time markers - present 
• 3rd person use of gustar and similar verbs to express other people’s 
opinions • Use of soler 
• Expressing quantity 
• Use of tener in idioms (+ hambre/ sed) 
• Emphatic pronouns (para mí/ ti) 
• Expressions of frequency 
• Preterite of regular –ar/-er verbs 
• Time markers – past 
• Comparatives más/ menos… que

Topics studied: 
• Latin America and festivals 
• Favourite types of film 
• Opinions and descriptions of characters in films 
• Narrating a small section of a film 
• Film review 

Grammar studied: 
• Consolidation of all grammar coverage in Y7 & 8 
• En… se habla 
• Prepositions 
• Extended opinions (Me gusta Havana porque es bonito)
• Miguel es/ parece + adjective 
• More use of comparatives más/ menos… que tan… como 
• Revision of preterite tense

Spanish



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Spanish
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Travel and tourism
 Discussing holidays and weather
 Saying what you do in summer
 Talking about holidays
 Saying what you did on holiday
 Describing where you stayed
 Booking accommodation and dealing 
with problems
 Giving an account of a holiday in the 
past
 
Grammar studied:
Revision of present and preterite tenses
Using the present tense regular verbs 
ser
Verbs of opinion
Using the preterite tense
Using the imperfect tense
Negatives: Using verbs with usted

My studies

 Giving opinions about school subjects

 Describing school uniform

 Talking about subjects and teachers

 Talking about school rules and problems

 Talking about plans for a school exchange

 Talking about activities and achievements

 

Grammar studied:

Interesar

Adjectival endings

Using comparatives and superlatives

Using negatives Revision of imperfect and present tenses for 
descriptions of then and now.

Using phrases followed by the infinitive

Using the near future tense

Desde hace + present tense 

Using direct object pronouns

Me, my family and friends, Free-time activities:

 Talking about socialising and family

 Describing people

 Talking about social networks

 Making arrangements

 Talking about reading preferences

 Describing people

 Talking about friends and family

 

Grammar studied:

Possessive adjectives

Present tense

Stem changing verbs 

Using adjectival agreement 

Using para with infinitives 

Using the present continuous 

Using ser and estar Using a range of relationship verbs

Personal ‘a’

Spanish



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 Health and Social
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Students should have a basic knowledge of PIES 
development across all life stages.

· Recite and spell the life stages and age ranges.

· Identify common features of life stages.

· Explain changes that might happen as individuals 
pass through different life stages.

This knowledge is the foundation of the
subject and is the basis of future topics
which build on this understanding.
Students all gain good foundational skills
and this can be used to help students to
talk about their own and other lives and
provide them with good examples.

Students gain a detailed knowledge of a series of factors which might 
impact on the PIES development throughout the life stages. · Explain 
the effects of factors on PIES. · Evaluate the impact of factors This 
knowledge starts to feed into component 1 coursework task. Students 
have a good understanding of how to apply their knowledge to a 
written task, and a chosen celebrity. This knowledge also forms that 
basis for the first section of the examined unit covered in Year 10.

Students cover events both expected and unexpected, that 
might happen to an individual throughout their life.

Students also cover services, and job roles within health and 
social care.

• Describe the job roles of people who can support us.

• Evaluate how well some people might use support.

This knowledge is used for the second part of component 1 
coursework. Students will apply this knowledge to two case 
studies and then compare them. 

* All future work has its foundations in the topics covered in 
the Year 9 curriculum

Health and Social Care



 
Year 8 Curriculum

Year 8 PSHE
In Year 8 students follow a carousel where they will experience 4 weeks looking at each of the topics outlined below. Each carousel will be broken into 8 sessions lasting 25 minutes each.

The carousel will consist of the following topics –

• Relationships and Sex Education

• First Aid

• Other Cultures

• Finance

• Self Esteem and Dealing with Conflict

• Personal Safety

• Drugs and Smoking

• Resilience

PSHE



 
Year 9 Curriculum

Year 9 PSHE
In Year 9 students follow a carousel where they will experience 4 weeks looking at each of the topics outlined below. Each carousel will be broken into 8 sessions lasting 25 minutes each.

The carousel will consist of the following topics –

• Relationships and Sex Education

• Human Rights

• Developing Identity

• The Law of the Land

• Finance

• Alcohol and Drugs

• Body Image

• Mental Health and Wellbeing

PSHE


